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I could not do, sir, with my own sense of propriety 
and truth. And now, sir, I wish to say that, so 


far as fam concerned, and so far as the allegations 


contained in that article read from the Tribune 


allude to me, they are wholly and totally untrue. || 
I made no pledge, in the canvass of 1858, to the | 


Republican party, directly or indirectly, that I 
would aid them in the election of a Speaker, or in 
the organization of the House in any manner or 
form. At home, my position upon this question 
is well understood; and, as [ remarked a moment 
ago,it is not necessary for me to say asingle word 
so far as my position there is concerned. I was 
elected as a Democrat, avowing, in every speech 
I made during the canvass, that my political prin- 
ciples were unchanged. 

My competitor, who is an able man and a high- 
toned gentleman, and it does me pleasure to bear 
witness to that fact upon this floor, on many oc- 
casions during that canvass read from a speech 
delivered by me in this House on the Lecompton 


question, about two years ago, for the purpose of 


showing to the Republican party that I was not 
one of them, and therefore was not entitled to their 
support. He had aperfect right to do so—it was 
fair and or that he should do so. I desire 
just here to 

extract from my speech which my competitor 
read, and to which I have referred. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 


‘Now, sir, let us turn to the platform of principles 
adopted by the Republican party in the convention which 
assembled at Philadelphia, on the question of slavery. Here 
itis: 

“<< Resolved, ‘That the Constitution confers upon Congress 
sovereign power over the Territories of the United States 
for their government; and that, in the exercise of this 
power, it is both the right and duty of Congress to prohibit 
in the Territories those twin relics of barbarisin, polygamy 
and slavery.’ 

+ * * * * * * * * * 

“The platform of the Republican party, which I have 
presented, is in palpable conflict with that of the Demo- 
cratic party. It justifies and counsels direct intervention 
of Congress with the institution of slavery ; and, to-day, it 
meets my unqualified disapprobation and hostility, as it ever 
did. I condemn it in theory, in principle, and in practice. 


I should regard its enforcement as unwise, inexpedient,and | 


dangerous to the peace of the country, and to the integrity 
of the Union of these States. Then, sir, if [ stand where 
i have always stood, in an attitude of open hostility to the 
avowed principles of the Republican party, who shall dare 


accuse me of deserting the Democratic for the Republican || 


faith?” = 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. When that extract 
from my speech was read by my competitor, I 
reavowed that doctrine, and was explicit in doing 
sO, saying, at the same time, that J had not 


1ave read from the Clerk’s desk the || 





changed the opinions there expressed; and that, | 
if any gentleman in my congressional district | 


voted for me for a seat in Congress, he voted for 
me with a full knowledge that I then entertained 
those opinions, as expressed in that speech; so 


that after the election was over, no gentleman | 


could fairly charge me with having obtained his 
vote without a full knowledge of the position I 
occupied. 

Mr. Clerk, I still maintain that doctrine, and I 
intend to maintain it, let what may come. } 
congressicnal district is largely Democratic; and 
it was well known to the Republican party that 
they could not clect a candidate in opposition to 
the nominee of the Democratic party. If I had 
not been a candidate for Congress, the nominee of 
the Democratic party would now occupy the seat 
[ have the honor to hold upon this floor. That, 
sir, the Republican party well know. Many of 


ing the Administration for its Lecompton policy, 
as they expressed it. Others supported me as a 
choice of evils between two Democratic candi- 
dates. But all, as far as I know, who voted for 
me, did so with a full knowledge of the position 
I oceupied upon the slavery question, fully, freely, 
and frankly proclaimed on all occasions. I thank 
them for their support. 

Sir, I did denounce this Administration for its 
Lecompton policy, and for that which naturally 
flowed from it—the proscription, Mr. Clerk, by 


- this Democratic Administration, of Democrats for 


My | 





understand, to be the platform of the Democratic 
party upon the subject of slavery in the Territo- 
ries. I have never made any concessions to this 
Administration of my position on that question, 
and I intend never to doso. My position on that 
question was deliberately taken, and time has 
served to convince me that I was right. There 
was a spirit of proscription on the part of this 
Administration toward anti-Lecompton Demo- 
crats, that was unpardonable. I denounced it as 
political tyranny, and | shall continue to do it 


| whenever and wherever it is necessary; but, sir, 
| in doing that, I never sacrificed any of my Dem- 


ocratic Opinions and principles. 
Mr. Greeley pretends to allege what I said and 


| pledged to the Ri publicans of my district. Within 


afew weeks past the Wabash Express, a lead- 


| ing Republican paper of my district, published at 
| Terre Haute, in speaking of my position here, 


| entirely of his own. 


The Clerk read, as follows: 


motives by a newspaper. I think it is generally 
out of taste to make personal explanations in ref- 
erence to charges which may be made upon gen- 
tlemen upon this floor,in the discharge of their 
high duties, by the new spaper press of the coun- 


| try, and I think it is the last time I shall do so, as 


| . re 7 
used language which I desire the Clerk will read. 


“Whether Mr. Davis intends now to vote en any one | 
| occasion with the Republican party in Congress is a matter 


So far as the Republican party in this 
congressional district is concerned, they have no pledges 
from him, nor has he any from them. 


If his own sense of | 


right will not lead him to espouse the Republican doctrine | 
and act with the Republican party, we have but little hope | 
| of his conversion, for he is under no pledges to do so. 


**We lave said thus much in justice to the party that 


| oppose the Democracy in this district, in justice to Mr. 


Davis, and because it is true.’ 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 


That is, say, from 


| the leading Republican paper of my district, and 
4 ; 


| that paper must have known the position | took 


in my canvass. I thank the editor of that paper 


| here in my place for the justice he has done me. 


I will now have read an extract from another 


very respectable Republican paper, published in || 


| my own town, called the Parke County Repub- 
| lican, and which, of all others, must know what 


pledges I made, if any, to the Republican party 
of my district. * 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

** While he never professed to be a Republican, and while 
he made no pledge to that party to obtain its vote, he cer 
tainly did owe it to himself to stand firm in opposition to 
the Administration, which he denounced as infamous.’ 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I think I have said 
enough to show that Mr. Greeley is grossly, per- 
haps innocently, mistaken as 


to the allegations 
contained in his article. 


I will add one word 


more, however: that I am not to be driven from | 


my sense of propriety, nor out of the Demecratic 
party, so long as it stands by Democratic prin- 


| ciples, as embodied in the Cincinnati platform, 


and interpreted by Mr. Buchanan in his letter ac- 
cepting the nomination far President, in 1856, by 
any attacks upon me, from any quarter whatever. 

In a colloquy which occurred the other day be- 
tween my colleaguesand myself, in speaking of the 
vote which I received in my congressional district, 
[am reported to have said that I received a major- 


ity of the Democratic votes, a large majority of 


the Republican votes, and all the American votes. 
I do not think I used the language exactly as 
reported, at least I did not intend to do so, and 


|| enter into the question. But 


it is the first time Lhave ever felt it my duty te do 
so upon this floor. fe 1 

Having said thus much, and thanking the House 
for its kind attention, [ have done. 

Mr. RIGGS. I, too, am included in the charge 
made by the New York Tribune, with having vio- 
lated pledges made during my canvass in the fall 
of 1858. When I saw that charge in the Tribune, 
I did not propose to notice it In any way; first, 

| because the editor of the New York Tribune is not 
| one of my constituents, and I do not consider my- 
self responsible to any one but my constituents 
for my course upon this floor; and secondly, be 

cause I doubt the propriety of members noticing 
newspaper attacks upon this floor; for, if the prae- 
tice were generally adopted, the whole time of the 
House would be consumed in replying to the at- 
tacks upon members by the various newspapers 
throughout the country. I therefore say now, 
that this is the last time that I will ever make any 
reply to a newspaper attack upon my political 
character. 

Now, Mr. Clerk, as to my position. I was 
nominated by a convention of Democrats—anti- 

Lecompton Democrats exclusively, There was 
no Republican in that convention. The pledges 
| upon which I was elected are contained in the 
| resolutions of that convention. I made no pledges, 
| express or implied, outside of the resolutions 
| passed by that convention. ‘Those resolutions 
bind me to maintain thé doctrine of popular sov- 
}ereignty. It would be a violation of the spirit of 
| those resolutions for me to support the Repub- 
lican nominee for Speaker of this House, unless 
the great interests of the country and the Gov- 
ernment should require it; unless there was a 
| danger that this Government should suspend its 
| operations from the non-organization of this 
House, when these other considerations would 
until that contin- 
gency arises, | now say, in answer to the Tribune, 
| that | made no pledge; that there was no pledge, 
| express, or implied upon my part, during my 
canvass, to aid the Republicans in organizing 
this House. 
Mr. McK NIGHT. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to introduce a resolution; and 
I ask that it may be read for information. 


‘| ‘The resolution was read, as follows: 


| 
| 
t 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
j 


should have made the correction had I seen the | 


reporter’s manuscript before it went to the press; 
and it is due to myself and to my constituents to 
say here what I did intend to say. 

I received, sir, in that contest, I believe all the 
American votes; if there were any who did not 
vote for me, I am not aware of it. I received the 


|| great body of the Republican votes—there were 
that party voted for me for the purpose of rebuk- 


|} a number who did not vote for me—and I shall 


| ever be grateful for that support; but they voted 
| for me with a full knowledge of my political prin- 


ciples and position. I received a majority of the 
Democratic votes in my own county; but it is 
probable that, in the aggregate, I did not receive 


| a majority of the Democratic votes in my district. 


That is a fair statement of the votes which I re- 


ecived, according to the best information I have | 


on the subject. 

Now, sir, having said thus much, I think I ought 
to apologize to the House for taking up so much 
of their time by replying to anything which may 


standing upon what I then understood, and stil! |fappear against me, or any imputation upon my 


oY 


Resolved, That hereafter no personal explanation shall 
| be in order, except to correct the reports in the official 
| paper of the House, (Globe,) or to explain or modify lan- 
guage used in debate. 

Mr. McKNIGHT. I hope there will be no 
oyjection to that resolution. Every person in 
this House, I think, will coincide with me in say- 
ing that this matter of personal explanation has 
grown into an enormous abuse, if not a nuisance. 
Every gentleman who takes the floor, after read- 
ing a paragraph from some newspaper, says he 
| does not care anything about it, and yet he con- 
sumes the precious time of this House in explain- 
ing the very paragraph. I hope there will be no 
objection to the resolution. If there is any mis- 
| take in the official report, let gentlemen, of course, 
| correct it. But this taking up a paper here, pub- 
| lished anywhere from the Aroostook boundary to 
Bayou Sara, and having it read here, I think is 
all nonsense. 

Mr. MAYNARD. 
lution. 

Mr. McKNIGHT. Iam sorry for it. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I desire to say, that I have 
made no personal explanation, and hope I shall 
have no occasion to make any, but the personal 
honorofevery gentleman must be in his own keep- 
| ing, he must be the custodian of it himself. There 

are occasions on which gentlemen upon this floor, 
| in justice to themselves, are required to make cor- 
rections of misstatements of facts, or misrepresent- 
‘nations of their opinions. We must leave it to the 


I must object to that reso- 


om 
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sense ‘ef justice of the me mbers themse Soak and 
to their own sense of propriety. I trust that the 
P rrivile res of the House will not be invs ide d or vi- 
ol} ats “dl by any one, and I pre sume the y will not be 
—thatis,thatno gentleman will t a up the time of 
the Ses e, unless he considers a duty para- 
mountto himself. For that reason + am induced 
to object to the resolution. 

But, being upon the floor, | move that the House 
now proceed to the clection of Speaker, viva voce, 
and upon that I call the previous qui stion. 

Mr. NOELL. I: aina it. 

Mr. REAGAN. 
the House. 

The motion,was agreed to. 





The roll was accordingly called; when the fol- 


lowing gentlemen failed to answer to their names: | 


Messrs. Brown, Clark B. Cochrane, 
Simms, Stallworth, and Stratton, 


During the call, 

Mr. NIXON stated that Mr. Riegs had paired 
off with Mr. Srratron, until Tuesday next at 
noon. , 

Mr. PEYTON said: My colleague, Mr. Simos, 
is still confined to his room by sickness. 1 un- 
derstand that he is paired off with Mr. Kitcore. 

Mr. KILGORE. I understood this morning 
from some gentleman upon the other side that 
Mr. Stims had been paired this morning with 
some other gentleman. 

Mr. PEYTON. 
pair. 

Mr. COVODE. I will state thata 
upon the other side of the House re quest d me to 
pair Mr. Simms with some gentleman upon this 
side. After looking about [ could find no person 
here with whom I could pair him, and I proposed 
to pair him with Mr. Crark B. Cocurant, and 
it was agreed to make that pair for to-day. 

Mr. PEYTON. In the conversation which I 
had with that eentleman from this side, to whom 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania referred, I re- 
fused to have Mr. Simms paired with Mr. Crark B. 
Cocurane. Mr. Crark B. Cocurane cannot be 
here. My colleague is sick, and did not desire to 
come out, and I therefore proposed to pair him off 
for the day; but he could be here. ; 

Mr. KILGORE. I had no knowledge of an- 
other pair when I consented to pair with him. I 
knew that Mr. Simms could be brought here, and 
knowing that-fact | was willing to extend to him 
that courtesv which has been heretofore extended 
to other gentlemen. His friends proposed to send 
a carriage for him, if he could not be paired.“He 
occupies a room near me, and I saw him this 
morning upon the side-walk, and I knew he could 
be brought here, though at some hazard, perhaps, 
to himself. Under such circiimstances I was will- 
ing to pair with him; but if there was another 
air, of course I cannot consent to continue it. 

Mr. PEYTON. I do not think there is another 
pair. 

Mr. COVODE. 
Cocurane was made by a friend of Mr. Simms. 
I would state further, that it has been my business, 
to some extent, to attend to these pairs. Gentle- 
men have come to me repeatedly from that side 
of the House, to have men paired off, and I have 
paired more than a dozen men since the meetihg 
ofthe present Congress, with men disabled upon 
the other side, and not able to be brought here. 

Mr. PEYTON. 
BR. Cocurane could not be here, and cannot get 
here, and consequently I was unwilling to pair 
my colleague with him. 
gentleman who went over to the other side to try 
and arrange a pair, that he could pair Mr. Simms 
with Mr. Crarg B. Cocurane, and I said there 
was no use in pairing bim with Mr. Cocurane, 
because Mr. Cocurane could not be here. I said 
1 would not pair him with Mr, Coc HRANE, but 
would ask some other gentleman to pair with him. 
I met Mr. 
pair with Mr. Simms, and L accepted the pair, sup- 
»osing that it would be carried out. 

Mr. KILGORE. I shall carry it out, if there 
is not another pair. : 

Mr. OLIN. I do not know why the gentleman 


Reynolds, Riggs, 


from Kentucky states that Mr. Crark B. Cocn- | 


RANE will not be here. 

about it than he does. 
Mr. PEYTON, 
Mr. OLIN 


1 probably know more 


I move that there be a call of 


I do not know of any such 


rentleman 


The pair with Mr. Crank B. 


It is evident that Mr. CLarx 


I was informed by the | 


KILGORE, and he said that he would | 


Perhaps the gentleman does, | 
I understand that Mr. Cocuranr | 
was paired off, and expected to return before this | 


health, but I have assurances, on which I can rely, 
that the statements which have been made about 
him in the papers are wholly without foundation. 
He is in bad he valth, but le xpe ct he will be here 
in a few days. 

Mr. COVODE. It is known to many gentle- 
men that [ have acted as a sort of pairmastePgen- 
eral for this side of the House for some time past, 
and I have time and again paired gentlemen on 
this side, who were . re and able to vote, with 


gentlemen on the other side, who were absent | 


from sickness. Now, if gentlemen on the other 


side are going to establish the rule that they will | 


not pair well men with sick men, all] have to gay 
is, thi it we on this side have alw ays mue h fewer 
sick men in the course of a session than they 
have, 


1 understood that the pair was made between 


Mr. Simms and Mr. Crark B. Cocurane; 
gentlemen do not intend to stand by the pairs as 
arranged, | shall have to ask them to take the 
trouble of making them off my hands. 

Mr. PEYTON. I think it but right and cour- 
teous that we should pair with gentlemen who are 
indisposed, as we are all liable to little attacks 


and if | 


of sickness that last a day or two; and I would | 


always do that. Butl do not think that it is fair 
to pair a man who is able to get here, and who 
will probably be confined for a very short time, 
with one who is at a distance, and who will prob- 
ably be confined for along time. Iam, therefore, 
unwilling to pair my colleague with Mr. Crark 
B. Cocurane; but if gentlemen opposite wish it, 
we will pair Mr. Cocnrane with Mr. 
WORTH. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Clerk, if I understood 
what fell from the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
[Mr. Covope,] I infer from it that he regards the 
refusal on the part.of Mr. 
colleague with Mr. Ciark B. 
now understood 
the State of New York, asa refusal to makea 
pair of the character of pairs that have been fre- 
quent in this House. 

Now, it will be remembered by the House, that 
I had something to do with making a number of 
pairs, because of the absence of a colleague of 
mine; but | would bée those members to recollect 


SOCHRANE, who is 


STALL- | 


Pry a to pair off his | 


to be absent in a distant part of | 
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| time. He is at hsgeaent, codusetionl biy, out of ! Mr. MALLORY. Mr. Clerk, the party with 


| which I have the pleasure to act in this House 
yeste rday “rate! generally voted for Mr. Sairn, 
of North ¢ ‘arolina. We believed at the time 
that we had taken a move which would perhaps 
result In an organization of the House. = 
believed the professions of those on every side « 

the House who said that they were w illing to come 
to the s support of a sound, conservative, national 
man, of any party, and elect him Speaker. It 
was upon the faith ef those pledges, if not ex- 
pressed, implied, that, as such a man, Mr. Smiru 
was put before the louse yesterday. I have been 
approxched by several gentlemen on both sides 

who stated that they did not like the way in whic h 


| Mr. Smirn was put forward; and that, in order 


that they might understand what they were doing, 
we should put him formal! onee in nomina- 
tion this morning. Ine ‘auiatiies with that desire, 
thus expre -ssed —I may say, In compliance with 


| the expectation of the ‘House —1 now announce 


that I have been instructed by my party formally 


| to put in nomination, as candidate for Speaker, 


| Wintiam N. H. Sonitn, of North 


Carolina. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I desire to ask whether 
or not Mr. Smirn, of 1 North Carolina, can com- 
mand the entire strength of the American party 


| in this House ? 


| and will. 


that the pairs in every instance were entirely of a | 


different character from this. 


| to vote for Mr. Smirn, and I have :s 


My colleague, it is |) 


true, was detained from his seat by illness; but he |! 


was in this city; he was within two squares of 
this Capitol; and no pair was made upon the other 


side exce pt upon my assurance that he was in such | 


a condition that he could be brought into the 
Llouse for the purpose of voting. I acknowledge 


the propriety of that re quisition; and I never would | 
have presumed to insist upon a pair had he not | 
been in such a position that he could, have been 


brought here; for | placed the application for a | 


pair upon the ground that it wasa courtesy which 


should be exte ende d to him, be ‘cause, if he were to | 


come here, it might result in injury by producing 
a relapse. 


Mr. OLIN. 


I presume the gentleman does not 


intend to say that we have not paired off gentle- | 
men with Democrats upon the other side who | 


have been wholly unable to attend. He will rec- 
olleet that during the sickness of Mr. Joun Cocn- 
RANE, day after day pairs were 


made here, when | 


it was known that it was utterly impossible for | 


him to attend the House. Pairs have not been 


- . . - ' 
confined to those cases where it was possible for | 


members to be brought here. They have been 


made upon this side with members who were | 


utterly unable to attend. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I have no knowledge of that 
fact; but this I do know, that with respect to the 
gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Curry,] who was 
confined to his bed by serious indisposition, gen- 
tlemen opposite re fused to pair with him, and he 
was brought here to the serious injury of his 
health. That was only a few days since. Mr. 
Curry was compelled to be brought here to vote, 
beeause a pair was absolutely re fused. 

Mr. OLIN. ‘The matter is arranged now. Mr. 
Mac ay has agreed to pair off for to-day w ith Mr. 
Crark B, Cocurane, and the pair between Mr. 
Kitcore and Mr, Simos stands. 

Further proc eedings under the call were then 
dispensed with. 

he main question was then ordered; and Mr. | 
Maynarp’s motion was agreed to. 


| their united support. 





Mr. MALLORY. In response to the gentle- 
man from Georgia, I will say that I believe he can 
I believe that he ought to command it, 
and I believe that he will. I believe that he ought 
and I believe that he will so command not only 
the entire vote of the gentleman’s party, buta 
great many of the votes on this side of the House. 
That is the reason I put him in nomination 

Mr. MILES. I wish to trespass upon the at- 
tention of the House for a single moment. What 
[ have to say is elicited from me in consequence 
of what fel] from the gentleman from Kentucky. 
He alluded to the fact that there were gentlemen 
upon this floor who were pledged to vote for an 
American and who had indicated their determin- 
ation todoso. lam one of the gentlemen on this 
side of the House, who, in so many words, said I 
was ready to vote for an American, an out and 
out American, as I expressed it, in opposition to 
the Repdblican nominee. I am perfectly willing 
said so from 
the beginning; but I did not vote for Mr. Smiru 
yeste rday ,on either of the ballots then taken, be- 
cause I did not consider that he had been formally 
put forward by the southern Opposition party. I 
did not think that it was fair for them to expect 
us ta,go over to one of their men until they had 
indicated a disposition themselves to give him 

My first choice for Speaker 
of this House was Mr. Bocock. 1 ieliowed at the 
beginning, as I believe now, that he is altogether 
the best gentleman upon this floor to fill that 
chair. That is my honest and conscientious con- 
viction, and I would prefer seeing Mr. Bocock 
made Speaker toany other ge wntleman in the House. 
But, sir, as there is a disposition on our side of 


the ae ane to unite and harmonize the various ele- 


ments of the opposition to the Republican party, 
I am quite ready to vote for Mr. Smirn, of North 
Carolina, and [ will cheerfully do so now, as he 
has been formally put femur. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I will add a word 
to what has been said. It is known to the House 
that the Legislative Assembly of Virginia have 

assed resolutions requesting the Representatives 
Ire ‘re from that State to support for Speaker any 


|| sound, conservative, national man. | understand 


Mr. Smitrn, of North C Carolina, to come within 
that category. I learn that he is and has been 
a member of the Whig party, and that he is not 
and never has been a member of the American 
party. TI learn that he has had occasion to vote 
neither pro or con. upon the Kansas question. It 
strikes me, then, that he is a man upon whom 
the various elements in opposition to the Repub- 
lican party might more happily unite because of 
his position politically than probably upon any 
other man upon this floor. If he is not and never 
has been a member of the American party, with 
a view to the adjustment of the question «aon 


ization of this House, I think that the northwest- 
ern Democratic members can afford to vote for 
him. He has not voted on the Kansas question 
pro or con., and he is, therefore, free from any 
| Rrvdeaices growing out of that question. There- 
fore, sir, in view of the present condition of the 
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country and the absolute necessity for an organi- 
zation, why cannot we all unite upon him? I 
shall most cheerfully support him, and I trust 
that it will be the pleasure of the opposition to 
the Republican party of this House to unite upon 
him. [Cries of ‘* Call the roll !’’] 
THIRTY-NINTI BALLOT FOR SPEAKER. 

The House accordingly proceeded to the thirty- 
ninth ballot for Speaker, with the following re- 
sult: Whole number of votes, 228; necessary to 
a choice, 115; of which— 


Mr. William N. H. Smith received................ 112 
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So there was no choice. 

The following is the vote in detail: 

‘or Mr. William N. H. Smith—Messrs. Green Adams, 
Thomas L. Anderson, William C. Anderson, Ashmore, 
Avery, Barksdale, Barr, Barrett, Bocock, Bonbam, Boteler, 
Bouligny, Boyce, Brabson, Branch, Briggs, Bristow, Bureh, 
Burnett, Hovace F. Clark, John B. Clark, Clemens, Clopton, 
Cobb, John Cochrane, Cooper, Cox, James Craig, Burton 
Craige, Crawford, Curry, Davidson, H. Winter Davis, Reu- 
ben Davis, De Jarnette, Dimmick, Edmundson, English, 
Etheridge, Florence, Fouke, Garnett, Gartreil, Gilmer, 
Hamilton, Hardeman, J. Morrison Harris, John T. Uarris, 
Hatton, Hawkins, Hill, Hindman, Heuston, Howard, 
Hughes, Jackson, Jenkins, Jones, Keitt, Kunkel, Lamar, 
Landrum, Larrabee, James M. Leach, Leake, Logan, 
Love, Mallory, Charles D. Martin, Elbert S. Martin, May 
nard, MeClernand, MeQueen, McRae, Miles, Millsen, Mil! 
ward, Montgomery, Laban T’. Moore, Sydenham Moore, 
Isaae N. Morris, Nelson, Niblack, Noell, Pendleton, Peyton, 
Phelps, Pryor, Pugh, Quarles, Reagan, James C. Robinson, 
Rutlin, Rust, Scott, Sickles, Singleton, William Smith, Ste 
venson, James A. Stewart, Stokes, Stout, Taylor, Thomas, 
Underwood, Vallandigham, Vance, Webster, Whiteley, 
Winslow, Woodson, and Wright. 

For Mr. Sherman—Messrs. Charnes F. Adams, Aldrich, 
Alley, Ashley, Babbitt, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Bray- 
ton, Buthinton, Burlingame, Burnham, Burroughs, Butier- 
field, Campbell, Carey, Carter, Case, Colfax, Conkling, 
Corwin, Covode, Curtis, Dawes, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Ed- 
gerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Farnsworth, Fenton, Ferry, 
Foster, Frank, French, Gooch, Graham, Grow, Gurley, 
Hale, Hall, Haskin, Helmick, Hickman, Hoard, Humphrey, 
Hutchins, Irvine, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, William 
Kellogg, Kenyon, Killinger, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Long 
necker, Loomis, Lovejoy, Marston, McKean, McKnight, 
McPherson, Moorhead, Morrill, Morse, Olin, Palmer, Pen 
nington, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Potter, Pottle, Rice, Christo- 
pher Kobinson, Royce, Schwartz, Sedgwick, Somes, 
Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, William Stewart, 
Tappan, Thayer, Theaker, Tompkins, Train, Vrimbic, 
Vandever, Van Wyck, Verree, Wade, Waldron, Walton, 
Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellibu B. Washburne, [sracl 
Washburn, Wells, Wilson, Windom, and Woodruff. 

Foe Mr. Corwin—Messrs. Edward Joy Morris, Scranton, 
Sherman, and Wood. 

For Mr. Horace F. Clark—Mr. Adrain. 

For Mr. Howard—Mr. John G. Davis. 

For Mr. Vance—Mr. William N. H. Smith. 

‘or Mr. Bocock—Mr. Holman. 

For Mr. John G. Daris—Mr. Allen. 

‘or Mr. Pennington—Mr. Nixon. 


During the call of the roll, 

Mr. CLEMENS, when his name was called, 
said: Mr. Clerk, I have voted for Mr. Socock, 
then for Mr. Maynarp, next for Mr. Scorrt, then 
for Mr. Gitmer, and for other gentlemen, with the 
hope and the expectation that I might in some 
degree contribute to the restoration of harmony in 
our midst. {have gone out as the dove went out 
from the ark, with the olive branch, and I have 
found no dry spot upon which I could place my 
feet in the wide waste of water. I am now dis- 

osed to go outupon no more voyages of discovery. 
bom disposed to give my vote for the Democratic 


nominee, and I hope that he will concentrate the 


votes of all his friends. 

A few days ago, when Mr. Gitmer, of North 
Carolina, voted for his colleague, [Mr. Smirn,] | 
was struck with surprise by the fact that I found 
that there were three or four of his party who con- 
tinued to vote for Mr. Gitmer himself. 
whenever I can find that any gentleman of the cel- 
ebrated twenty-three Opposition Americans can 
concentrate the whole vote of his party, | will then 
consider the propriety of the course I ought to pur- 
sue. For the present, I beg leave to wait and see, 


Now, | 


_THE CON 


| has received the vote of his own party? 


ofthis House. I nowannounce to gentlemen upon 
the Democratic side, to the House, and to the 
country, the fact that, in view of this state of th 
case, We will present Mr. Smirn, of North Caro- 
lina, again as our candidate for the Speakership 
upon the next ballot Every member of our party 
has voted for him. That was the condition pre- 
cedent, | understand, prescribed by gentlemen 
upon the other side of the House to obtaining their 
votes. Even now, if they willrise in their places 
before the result is announced, and change their 
votes, they may make Mr. Smitn, of North Car- 
olina Speaker of this House, and the Republican 
party will thereby be defeated. Let the country 
know the fact. {Applause.] 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I change my vote from 
Mr. Fiorence to Mr. Smiru, of North Carolina. 

Mr. LAMAR. 1 change my vote from Mr. 
Bocock to Mr. Smiru, of North Carolina. 

Mr. ASHMORE. Under the circumstances, 
Mr. Clerk, which are now presented to this House, 
1 will change my vote from Mr. Bocock to Mr. 
Samirn, of North Carolina. 

Mr. SICKLES. Ona former occasion, sir, I 
had the pleasure of voting for Mr. Maynarp, of 
Tennessee. Some exceptions were taken to that 
vote in quarters which I think entitled to respect; 
and I gave, not only upon this floor, but on a 
subsequent oceasion through the press, my rea- 
sons for the vote. 
ment,and without some necessity for explanation, 
thata northern Democrat, representing a constitu 
eney in which there are many adopted citizens, can 
vote for a gentleman of the southern Opposition, 
who, if he have not antecedents such as to make 
him obnoxious to a portion of my constituency, 
hasatleastassociation with those of that tendency. 
But Lam one fully disposed and prepared to meet 
my constituents, and say to them, that when I 
vote for a member of that party, I vote for a 
national, conservative man, and with a sincere 
desire to allay the exciting agitation which threat- 
ens so many disasters to the country; and I have 
no doubt that they will accord full justice to my 
motives and indorse my action. I therefore desir 
to change my vote; and understanding itis possi- 
ble to elect Mr. Smiru, of North Carolina, if those 
Democrats who, upon this ballot, have not voted 
for him, will change their votes, I do change my 
vote from Mr. Bocock to Mr. Smiru, of North 
Carolina. {Applause from the galleries. } 

The CLERK. The Clerk appeals to the gal- 
leries to preserve order and decorum. These man- 
ifestations of fecling interrupt and disturb the 
proceedings upon the floor, and the Clerk does 
hope that the galleries willabstain from manifesta- 
tions of applause during the voting. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. As long as 
[ believed that the only effect of iny vote would 
be a mere compliment to my friend, Mr. Smiru, of 
North Carolina, and would not change the resuls, 
I have voted uniformly for Mr. Bocock. But, be- 
lieving that now this long contest can be termin- 
ated, L with pleasure cast my vote for Mr. Smirn, 
of North Carolina. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I desire to ask the officers 
now at the Clerk’s desk, if I have the right to do 
so, whether the gentleman from North Carolina 
{Cries 
of ** Yes!** ** Yes!”? 

Mr. BINGHAM. [ object to that inquiry. 

The CLERK. The Clerk will state that it is 
not in order to make inquiries of that kind. 

Mr. CLEMENS. Then I do not make the 
inquiry. I do not flatter myself with the idea 
that it was in response to the suggestion I made 


| that three gentlemen who have voted from the first 


for Mr. Giuimer changed their votes, but inas- 
much as Mr. Sairn himsclf comes from the State 


| of North Carolina, the very State which hasgiven 


~ 


birth to the author of the book now the subject of 


| controversy in this House, and which has been 


and I cast my vote for Joun J. McRae, of Mis- | 


sissippi. 

The roll having been called through, 

Mr. MALLORY said: I fecl myself calledupon, 
at this stage of the proceeding, to announce the fact 
that we have now received enough votes for our 


nominee for the Speaker’s chair to insure his elec- | 
tion by the aid of the vote of the Democi*tic party | 


from the first an obstacle to its organization, I be- 
lieve that the conservative gentlemen upon all sides 
have it in their power to administer a merited 
rebuke to the other side of the House, by clecting 
the gentleman from North Carolina to preside over 
the deliberations of this House, and save this 


| country in this time of peril into which it has been 


| driven, 


I have not the pleasure of the acquaint- 
ance of the gentleman from North Carolina. I 
do not know that I ever saw him; but, actuated 
alone by a desire to present a united action here, 
and desirous that no factious opposition of my 
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It is not without embarrass- | 


G11 


own, humble though it may be, shall be an ob- 
struction to the organization of this House, I 
change my vote from Mr, McRag, and give it to 
Mr. Smirn, of North Carolina, 

Mr. BRANCH. 1 desire to change my rete. 
I have no explanation to make, and will only ex- 
press the hope that my colleague may be elected 
Speaker of this House. IT change my vote fron 
Mr. Bocock to Mr. Smirn, of North Carolina. 

Mr.CLARK,of New York. Ideemitmy duty 
to yield something of individual opinion for the 
sake of contributing to the repose of the country, 
so far as that result can be attained by an organ- 
ization of the House. Therefore, without the 
waiver of any political views of my own, and 
without the adoption of his, and for the sake of 
organization, I change my vote from Mr. Daves, 
of Indiana, and give it for the gentleman from 
North Carolina. 

Mr. REAGAN. I voted for Mr. Rococx: 1 
now change my vote to Mr. Situ, of North 
Carolina. 

Mr. McQUEEN. I have no explanation to 
make. I always vote as I please, and have no 
explanation to make to anybody. I change my 
vote from Mr. Bocockx to Mr. Smirn, of North 
Carolina. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I have not heretofore, as 
it is well known, voted outside of the Democratic 
organization; but Lam not willing to stand in the 
way of an election of a Speaker; and without any 
explanation to the House—I say, sir, withoutany 
explanation to the House for my action, reserv 
ing that for my constituents, if it shall be neces- 
sary to make any explanation at all—l change 
my vote from Mr. Bocock to Mr. Smirn, of North 
Carolina. 

Mr. WHITELEY. I change my vote from 
Mr. Bocock to Mr. Situ, of North Carolina. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I desire to change my.vote 
from Mr. Larrapee to Mr. Smirn, of North 
Carolina. 

Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. I desire to 
change my vote from Mr. Burnerrto Mr. Smirn, 
of North Carolina. 

Mr. PUGH. I voted for Mr. Sincteton. I 
change my vote to Mr. Smiru, of North Caro- 
lina. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Ichange my vote from 
Mr. Bocock to Mr. Smirn, of North Carolina. 

Mr. STEVENSON. [I change my vote from 
Mr. Bocock to Mr. Smitnu, of North Carolina. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Mr. Clerk, | wish 
to submit a word to the House in regard to the 
vote IL have given, and in regard to the vote | pro- 
pose to five, Evidently, in the cye ¢ f the ecoun- 
try, and in the eye of this House and this assem- 
bled audience, we have arrived at a crisis which, 
if changes of votes continue to be made, will result 
in the election of a Speaker for the Thirty-Sixth 
Congress of the United States. [tis in reference 
to that great result and its consummation at this 
time, and in reference to the personal responsibil- 
ity which now [ deem to devolve upon me, that 
[ wish to submit to the country and my constit- 
uency a few words as to the course I shall prob 
ably pursue. 


Sir, the organization of this House is a consum- 


| mation devoutly to be prayed for. It its upon that 


we have been engaged now for these many weeks. 
It is that to which the eyes.and the hearts of pa- 
triots throughout the country have been so long 
directed. It is that alone which prevents the 
administration of national affairs; and it is, there- 
fore, that to which we should bend our undivided 
efforts. But if that alone were the object to be ac- 
complished, many andgmany a week ago is it that 
each man in this House, withoutregard to political 
distinctions, should have cast his vote for any gen- 
tleman, indiscriminately, who was proposed as a 
candidate for his suffrage. 

If that be the paramount and exclusive object, 
why, then, did gentlemen upon this ‘side retrain 
from casting their votes for Joun Suerman, of 
Ohio? Why, if that be the paramount and ex- 
clusive object, did gentlemen upen the other side 
restrain their votes from Tuomas 8S. Bocock, of 
Virginia? Why, sir, | ask, in the name of pa- 
triotism, if the organization of this House be the 


exclusive and main object within the aim and 
desire of men in the United States, why, under 
those considerations, was it not that the small 
| number of men, the five anti-Lecomptonites upon 


this floor, as they have been called, did not leave 
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their position of opposition, and wheel into the 
Democratic ranks ? Why did not our friends, the 
South Americans, wnite their force to ours, and 
then.as now, propose a gentleman from their own 
ranks, and, as [ believe, of their own principles? 

I disclaim those reasons. I believe that the y are 
simply reasons of expr dienc y. They ar reasons 
addr« g 1 d to thie pi thie iple of the loave Ss and fishes. 
They are not prin iples at the basis of a great 
arty. They, sir, can give no vitality to any 
ody of me n who may ass¢ mble und r the « on- 
F United States 
There is uccess at stake in party ac- 
tion; and the moment that success is thrust in our 


ventionalities of a party in these 
more than 


faces, and principle is trampled under foot for its 
sake, farewell to the discipline, and farewell to 
the salutary influence of party I cannot return 
tomy confiding constituency withan organization 
for which I have cast my vote at the « xpense of 
one principle of my political faith. And, sir, until 
lam taught that the gentleman from North Caro- 
lina, valuable as he isinall his personal relations, 
stands substantially upon the Democratic plat- 
form, upon which my constituency repose, and 
upon which they have sent me here, I cannot, 
and I will not, give him my suffrage. I can, sir, 
in no event ext nd to him my support while iimn- 
pressed that he is at all infected with a single prin- 
ciple antagonistic to the well setiled and time 
cherished democratic principle of protection to 
the adopted citizen and the alien. 

Sir, is this principle, or is itexpediency? Are 
we to be rushed over this cataract in the hope of 
mere or, like men, high-minded men, 
who haveaduty to perform, with high obligations 
resting upon us, are we not rather as an Atlas 
in the midst of this falling ruin, if the pillars of 
the Republic are to fall, to sustain the crumbling 
ruin by the strength, the unaided strength, of the 
inherent Vitality of the Democratic party ? . 

Several Members soughtto interrupt Mr. Cocu- 
RANE. 

Mr. BURNETT. I object to the gentlemen 
being int rrupted. He is spr aking by consent of 
the House, and I protest against his speech being 
interrupted, 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I do not purpose, 
Mr. Clerk, to trespass, to any great extent, upon 
the indulgence of the House. I have taken my 
position upon this floor for no mere declamatory 
purpose. 


SUCCESS: 


soldiers—— 

Mr. MALLORY. Irise toa qu stion of or- 
der. Lapprehend leave was given to the gentle- 
man from New York merely for the purpose of 
giving his reasons why he should change his vote. 
As I understand him now, he announces that he 
does not propose to change his vote. I therefore 
suggest that his remarks are not in order. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Thad no intention 
of changing my vote. [Cries from the Repub- 
lican benches of ** Go on!”’ 

Mr. JENKINS.  Leall the gentleman to order; 
and | insist upon my point of order. 

Mr. MALLORY. And 1 insist upon my point 
of order. 

The CLERK. The gentleman from New York 
obtained the unanimous consent of the House to 
submit his remarks. 

Mr. BURNETT. Yes, sir; and I say that con- 
sent having been given to the gentleman from 
New York to speak, ho point of order now taken 
can deprive him of the floor. 

Mr. JENKINS. I want to state my point of 
order. 

Mr. MALLORY. 
what was the purpose of the gentleman from New 
York until he explained it himself. My colleague 
well knows that consent was given to the gentle- 
man from New York under the impression and 
for the purpose that he would proceed merely to 
explain the reasons for a contemplated change of 
his vote. As soon as we discovered that the gen- 
tleman was not doing that, when he stated that he 


|| simply and pertinently. 


did not intend to change his vote, we had the right | 


to make a point of ofder. 
my point of order, and do not object to the gentle- 
man’s proceeding. 
Mr. JENKINS. 
of order. 
Mr. BURNETT. I desire to say, in response 
to my colleague who first made the point of order, 


I do not withdraw my point 


the gentleman from New York in every respect 


But I will withdraw | 


When I perceive well-tried and veteran 


We had no right to know 


as governing his action in the premises, yet, sir, 
the House having given its consent, tacit, I grant 
you, to the gentleman to proceed to make his 
remarks, and the gentleman having gone on with 
his remarks without objection, I hold that itis not 
now in order for any gentleman to rise and make 
the point on lim. Such has been the practice of 
the House. 

Mr. JENKINS. 


I wish to state my point of 
ord r. 


I hold that remarks are out of order at 
this stage of our proceedings—that is, while the 
roll is being called—unless a member desires to 
vive the reasons for changing his vote. That is 
my point of order, and | insist on it, 

The CLERK. The Clerk will state to the gen- 
tleman from Virginia that it is true that remarks 
are not in order during the call of the roll. But 
the House, by unanimous consent, can,even while 
a vote is being taken, permit a gentleman to make 
remarks. ‘The Clerk feels that he has no power 
to decide the question, one way or the other; but 
he would respectfully suggest to the gentleman 
from Vireinia that the gentleman from New York 
obtained the floor by the unanimous consent of 
the House; and he then preceeded, for what pur- 
pose neither the Clerk nor the House is adtised, 
aut some length, to give the reasons not for the vote 
he was about to give, but for the vote which he 
had already given. Under the practice of the 
House, where the floor is obiained by unanimous 
consent, and a gentleman Is proceeding by that 
unanimous consent to make his statements, the 
Clerk does not feel authorized to call the gentle- 
man to order. 

The Clerk desires to state further, however, 
that, if objection to proceeding were made at the 
time a member sought the floor, it would not be 
parliamentary for that member to proceed during 
a call of the roll, or while the House was dividing 
up ma que stion. 

Mr. JENKINS. The Clerk does not understand 
the pointof order. It was not that the gentleman 
might not have gone on under the implied consent 
of the House, but that, even if permission had 
been given, he must confine his remarks within 
certain limits and restrictions, and those limits 
and restrictions will allow him to go no further 
than to the reasons why he proposes to change 
his vote; and that he cannot be in order, when 
he has permission to state the reasons why he 


i 
' 
i 
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changes his vote, in giving reasens why he does 


not change his vote. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. The gentleman 
from Virginia is somewhat mistaken in reference 
to purposes which, of coarse, he cannot under- 
stand,as I have not yet fully revealed them. My 
purpose is to change my vote, but it is not to 
change it in the direction in which many of my 
Democratic friends have been changing theirs. 

Mr. JENKINS. I withdraw my objection, as 
the eentleman intends to change his vote. 

*Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. 1 do not propose, 
upon this occasion, to trespass sareasonably upon 
the indulgence of the Fiouse. f have felt that it 
was incumbent upen me to make these remarks; 
because of the general action of my friends about 
me, in reference to the candidate who has been 
presented from North Carolina; and while sub- 
mitting upon this floor what I have to say, I may 
say at this time that it has not been my purpose 
to trespass intentionally upon the patience of my 
audience. Ithas not been, as I before stated, thav] 


» have sought the floor for a declamatory purpose; 


but only to define my position and give the rea- 
sons for my action within the limits of the party 
with which it is my pride to act; and the more 
have 1 felt this incumbent upon me as I listened 
with attention and respect to the remarks of my 
colleague, [Mr. Sickies,} who stated the reasons 
which impelled and induced him to cast his vote 


‘ 


for the gentleman from North Carolina. 


Now, sir, in regard to the conclusion to which | 


I have come in this matter, I may state it very 
We have before us the 
candidate of the Democratic party, selected from 
its ranks. A gentleman is now proposed from 
an organization not within the Democratic party; 


| a gentleman who, as | understand, whatever may 


have been his political affiliations and antecedents, 


has been sent here in opposition to the action of || 


the local Democratic party in the district from 


| which he comes, who was nomiinated against its 
that while I dissent from the positions taken by || 


nominee, and occupies his seat not only as against 


\| those gentlemen who, at the potls, maintained 
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Democratic principles, but in behalf of those who 
elected him, a representative of the principles 
of the lodges. I say, therefore, that it does not 
become me, as a Democratic tepresentative of a 
fearless Democratic constituency, from the city of 
New York, to cast my ballot for that gentleman: 
but [ am constrained by every reason and by 
every consideration of propriety, looking as well 
to the integrity of the party of which | am amem- 
ber as to the Union which rests upon the success 
of that party, still to confine my vote to its ranks, 
and to indicate by a change of my vote another 
individual in those ranks, a man upon whom all 
parties outside of the Republican party upon this 
floor can and should unite and put him in the 
Speaker’s chair. I refer to Jouw S. Mituson, of 
Virginia, and for him I cast my vote. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It is proper that 1 should 
say, inview of the probability of an organization 
of this House, that I have heretofore voted for 
no person but members of the Democratic party. 
It is due, however, to truth, to say that I have 
held myself ready, at any time, whenever my vote 
would, in all likelihood, effect an clection by the 
choice of any conservative man outside of the Re- 
publican party, to cast my vote for him. I voted 
this morning for Mr. Frorence,of Pennsylvania: 
and although I fear that the present effort will be 
fruitless, yetin deference to the effort being made 
for the purpose of effecting an election, I am wil- 
ling to organize the House by the election of the 
gentleman from North Carolina. Therefore, I 
change my vote from Mr. Fiorence to Mr 
Smiru, of North Carolina. ; 

Mr.McCLERNAND. Mr. Clerk, I differ from 
my honorable friend from New York [Mr. Joun 
Cocurane.] I think it isthe duty ofevery Demo- 
cratand conservative man inthis House to vote for 
Mr. Smiru for Speaker. How stands the case? 
For some eight weeks we have been trying to elect 
a Speaker. Throughout the whole of that period 
I have uniformly voted for a Democrat—some- 
times for one Democrat, sometimes for another, 
but always for a Democrat standing inside of the 
Democratic organization, except when I voted for 
my anti-Lecompton friend from Indiana, [Mr 
Davis.] In short, we have tried the availability 
of almost every Democratin the House, yet have 
failed to elect any one. Notonly have we failed 
to elect a Democrat, but no one has been elected, 
and the House is still unorganized, and must con- 
tinue so until we come to the determination to sac- 
rifice something of personal and party feelin? for 
acommon object. 1, for one, am prepared to do 
so; and since we have been informed that itjs in 
our power to elect Mr. Smrru over Mr. Suer- 
MAN, I hasten to say so. I say this as a Demo- 
cratas a Democrat from the Northwest. 

Am I mistaken in what the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. Matory] has said? Did he say 
that it wes now in the power of the Democratic 
party proper in this House—of the Democratic 
organization here—to elect Mr. Smiru, by joining 
their votes with the votes already cast for him ? 

Mr. MALLORY. In response to the gentle- 
man’s inquiry, | will say that the vote now cast 
for Mr. Smiru, with the votes of the Democratic 
party proper, will elect him. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. lam glad to be reas- 
sured on this point. Ishall vote for Mr.Smitu,not 
only to avoid further delay, but because the coun- 

| try has become tired, ay, nauseated with our con- 

| tinued wrangles and squabbles; because both the 
character and national interests of the country are 
suffering, seriously suffering, for the want of ne- 
cessary legislation; and becaus*® my own constt- 
uents are directly concerned that the wheels of 
Government should be no longer stayed in their 
regular, onward course. Our spectacle now is 

| that of a Government paralyzed and powerless. 
How humiliating to the country! How discour- 
aging to the friends of freedom everywhere ! 

For these reasons, among others I will not 
pause now to assign, | will vote for Mr. Smirn; 
not because he is a Democrat, but because he is 
not a Republican, and because he is not a Know 

| Nothing, or American, so called. I vote for him 

because, although not a Democrat, he is the next 
thing to it—an old-line Whig, a national Whig, 

a Clay,and Webster Whig, free from all modern 

isms. I would have preferred that he should have 


| been a Democrat; but as he is not, I take him as 
| he is—as a Whig—and I doubt not my constitu- 
| ents will approve the act. Many of them are old- 
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line W iste who ‘saat seileel with the Democracy 
in a common effort to rescue the Constitution and 
the Union from the party which now beleaguer it. 
Forgetting past differences, they are unite ~d in 
their present endeavors to roll & *k the turbid 
wave of Black Republicanism which is threatening 
to deluge our fair land of promise. The ephemeral 
questions of policy which formerly divided W higs 
and Democrats have ceased toe xist. ‘* Bank,’ 
‘tariff,’ and ** distribution,’’ are no longer prac- 
tical measures, but have either fulfilled their pur- 
poses s, or otherwise have become obsole te by lapse 
of time and change of circumstances 

The all-absorbing issue now be fore the country 
is the slavery question; and in re ward to the ut ques- 
tion the Whig and Democratic parties : affirmed 
the same doctrine in 1852—non-intervention; and 
this | understand to be the doctrine of all national 
Whies in Illinois to-day. Thousands of these 
Whigs came to our rescue in Lllinois, in the mem- 
orable contest of 1858, which was crowned with 
the success of Senator Doveias; and many, very 
many, © f them voted for me in my late election; 
besides, in the present fierce struggle for Speaker, 
Mr. Smiru has voted for as many as three Dem- 
ocrats. Magnanimity, eratitude, therefore, as 
well as public duty, require of me that { should 
vote for Mr. Smrru; and with these explanations, 
made in his prese nee and hearing, | do so freely, 
not simply as a Democrat, but as a patriot. 

I cross the line of my party for the first _ in 
my life, to vote for other than a Democrat; but I 
do it because it is no time to higgle abouta barren 
consistency, and because | would put patriotism 
before party; and may I not appeal to my Dem- 
oeratic brethren from the great Northwest to do 
the same? I feel assured that they will. Mr. 


Clerk, I change my vote from Mr. Puetrs, of 


Missouri, to Mr. Smiru, of North Carolina. [Ap- 
plause.] 

Mr. BOCOCK. Jhope that I shail be indulged 
ina few remarks explanatory of the change which 
1 shall make in the vote I have recorded on this 
occasion. ‘They shall be very brief. 

Mr. Clerk, we met here some wee ks aro, with 
some three or four parties upon the floor of this 
House. There was the Republican party; there 
was the Democratic party proper; there was the 
southern Opposition party; and there was the 
anti-Lecompton party. It was perfectly evident 
from the be ‘inning that no one of these parties 
could command of itself sufficient strength to or- 
ganize this House. ‘The two largest parties were 
the Re publican party and the Democratic party. 
The Democratic party, after consultation, determ- 
ined to present a candidate to this House for the 
office of Speaker. It does not become me toway 
anything about the qualifications or the character 
of the man thus presente ‘d. Itdid appear to som: 
of us that our friends of the southern Op position 
would have donea graceful and a courteous thing, 
which would have recommended them to the good 
feeling and confidence of the country, if they had 
come forward, under the circumstances, ina spirit 
of magnanimity and patriotism, and taken their 
position side by side with the Democratie party 
upon this floor. The "y did not choose, however, 
to do it, for reasons sufficient for themselves. The 
gentleman who was presented thought proper, 
upon consultation with his friends, to withdraw 
his name. My worthy friend from New York, 
| Mr. Joun Cocnrane,] with whom it has been 
iny pride and pleasure to act, and for whose sup- 
port I have felt a consciou& pride throughout this 
session, has alluded to the fact that they did not 
come forward and vote for me. I will say to my 
frieud from New York that I have no rankling, 
I have no heart-burning to gratify. [ have am- 
bition, it may be; but personal views and personal 
ambition are with me as dust in the balance, com- 
pared with the good of this great and glorious 
country. [Applause from the Democratic benches 
and the galleries. } 

| say to my friend that I have no rankling, no 
mortification. I knew well that some party had 
to make concessions. If our friends of the south- 
ern Opposition did not choosé to do it, I am re ady 
now to do it, and the great majority of the Demo- 
cratic party are ready todo it. After my name was 
withdrawn, I indicated a willingness to unite on 
a sound conservative man, by casting my vote 
for a northwestern Democrat, and for a southern 
Democrat. Gentlemen of the southern Opposi- 
tion and the Democratic party, I have stood read y 


to unite upon any man Ww ho Was sound, lo organ- | 
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ize this House. When the name of my honor- 
able friend from North Carolina [Mr. Smrru) 
was brought forward this morning, I did not fvel 
prepared, at that time, to go for him, becaus 

there were a number of friends upon this floor who 
were casting their votes for me, and it did not 
appear that my voting for him would secure his 
election. Most of the gentlemen who cast their 
votes for me have withdrawn those votes, and | 
now stand perfectly free to vote as my judgement 
seems best Ina spirit of magnanimity, know 

ing I do not agree with the honorable gentleman 
from North Carolina, in a spirit of sacrifice of per- 
sonal and political partialities, with a view to 
organize this House, for the purpose of giving 
peace to an agitated and excited country, and for 
the purpose of putting in that chair a sound, con- 
Servative, and rood man, witha view to make one 
blow to repress the *‘irrepressible conflict,’’ to 
rebuke the sectional party; knowing, as I do, that 
the announcement of his selection will do much 
remove these d irk cl loud 3; WwW 


to 
hich lower over our 
House, | now change my vote, and vote for Mr. 
Witiiam N. H.Smirn, of North Carolina. [Ap- 
plause from the Democrat 
leries, and 
benches. ] 
Mr. ROBINSON, of Illinois. I desire to say 
a word in « xpli wnation of the vote [ am Fone to 
vive, Several days ago, upon this floor, | an- 
nounced to this House that | was ready to cast 


ic benches and the gal- 
to ** Order !”’ from the Republicai 


my vote for any national man, for the purpose of 


defeating the a slican party. L am now ready 
to do it, for the ‘ason, sir, that thousands upon 
thousands of aah Whigs in the State which 
I in part represent rallied under the Democratic 
banner, to roll back, for a time, the tide of section- 
alism which threatened to overwhelm the coun- 
try. For that reason I now change my vote from 
Mr. Larraneeto Mr. Smirn, of North Carolina. 
[Applause from the Democratic benches. | 

Mr. PHELPS. Anxious, sir, to obtain an or- 
ranization of this House, and desiring to make 
no further explanation at this time, I change my 
vote from Mr. WinsLowto Mr. Saitru,of North 
Carolina. 

Mr. THOMAS. I change my vote from Mr. 
Bocock to Mr. Smirn, of North Carelina. 

Mr. SCOTT. Igave my vote for Mr. Puenes, 
of Missouri; but the same motives which induced 
me to vote for Mr. Maynarp, of Tennessee, op- 
erate now to induce me to change my vote from 
Mr. Puetrs,of Missouri, to Mr. Smiru, of North 
Carolina. I wish briefly to state that I could not 
vote for any one who was a member of the Amer- 
ican, or so-called Know Nothing party. My col- 
league and myself, who polled fifty- irht thousand 
votes in California, must have, in that number, 
reccived the suffrages of some fifteen thousand 
naturalized citizens. I consequently could never 
vote for a man who was in favor of proseribing 
them, or of depriving them of their mghts. But 
vhen the issue is made upon a national Whig 
and a sectional Republican, I have no hesitation 
in selecting the former: and I believe that the vote 
I now cast fag Wittiam N. H. Smita, of North 
Carolina, will be hailed with satisfaction by the 
national Democracy of California. 
[Applause from the Democratic benches. } 

Mr. FLORENCE. From the first vote east in 
this House on the morning of the first Monday in 
December to this hour, have been desirous to effect 
an organization, so far as it could be done with 
my coneurrence and vote, by the election of a 
sound, conservative gentleman as Speaker of the 
Thirty-Sixth ¢ I have voted for centle- 
men not ofthe party political organization to which 
I belong. I voted forthe gentleman from Tennes- 
see, [Mr. Maynarp.] IL believed him to be fitted 
for the position,and deserving of the confidence of 
this House. I voted for him, recognizing him as 
an old-line Whig. one of that el: iss of pp itriotic men 
of the political se shoo! of Hi nry C lay, who in the 
presidential election of 1856, aided to ‘produe e,and 
succeeded in producing a result favorable to the 
Union, the maintenance of the cardinal principles 
of the American Constitution, and the equality of 
the rights of all the States of this Union, against 
a highly dangerous and much to be reprobated 
and condemned sectional political erganizatign. I 
lower no standard of Democratic principle. My 
ae mora record, ever since lL have had the honor 
to oce upy a seat upon this floor, will attest that 
fact, | appre sei nd; and when I go before the peoph 
I find they are pretty well acquainted with it, and 
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hold me responsible for my votes and represent- 
ative acts here. Lowering that stand: a * never 
an inch,’’ de siring only to drive back this advance 
of sectionalism which ts fast undermting the pil- 
lars and integrity of our republican institations, 
Iam again willing to take upon myst if the re 

sponsibility of voung fora conservative, national, 
old-line Whig. I r present a constituency, Mr 
Clerk, made up m part of aclass of pe opte who 
formerly acted with the Whig party, but who, in 
the course of the political changes and revolutions 


which have occurred, have ranged themselves 
under the banner of the Democratic party, and 
have more than once accorded to me their carnest 
and devoted support. Believing, sir, that my Dem 
ocratic constituents are much incensed by our fail 
ure to effect an organization, and that the suffering 
industrial and commercial interests of my city and 
State will justify my act; believing that our action 
here will restore peace and quiet to the « untry; 


and AY heving that it will give cor fid ie in the 


stability of this glorious Union of ours, and the 
observance of our constitutional duties and obli 
vations to the yp ople rene oee ap broad land, 
whose eyes are now directed t s place; desir- 
ine that this controversy may om brought to a 
lose; and willing to aid in the consummation of 
so desirable a purposi , | intend to follow the 
course of gentlemen who voted for me, but have 
withdrawn their votes and recorded them in favor 
of the gentdeman from North Carolina. L justify 
and applaud them for the laudable and, in my 
judgment, praiseworthy act. Being somewhat de- 
voted to the principles of the old man of the Her- 
mitage, who generally took the re sponsibility of 
throwing himself upon the generosity of the peo- 
ple, Edo that noyy, and trusting to the approval 
of those I represent for the high motives which 
have induced it, [change my vote from Mr. Jack 
son, and give it to the ecntioman from North 
Carolina, Mr. Smirn. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Hlinois. 


this time 


c 


Not being ablesat 
to obtain my own consent to change the 
vote IT gave a few moments ago, to Mr. Smirn, of 
North Carolina, | merely rise now for the pur- 


pose of saying that at another time and on another 
oceasion, I shall state the reasons for my course, 
lam as anxious as any man upon this floor to 


effect on organization; but I cannot produce that 
organization, if my vote would do it, by casung 
it for Mr. SMITII, a she at pre sent appears to me, 
I deem it due to myself to say thus much at the 
Pe seut,as [differ from two of my colleagues who 
have already spoken, and perhaps others of them. 
Each one of us will act upon our own conviction 
of duty. I have mine; and as, heretofore, | have 
voted uniformly for Democrats, so far as my judg- 
ment now advises me, I shall uniformly vote for 
Democrats hereafter. 

Mr. JENKINS. I would like to ask a ques- 
tion of the gentk man before he takes his seat. 
[C ries of ** 1 ob a 

Mr. MORRIS, of Hlinois. lL was going to pro 
pound some ianir smyself; but f will withhold 
them for the present. 

Mr. DIMMICK. I desire to change my vote. 
I voted for Mr. Frorence. | now desire to vote 
for Mr. Smuirn, of North Carolina. 

Mr. FOUKE. I rise for the purpose of changing 
my vote, believing, as many gentlemen have stated, 
that the time has arrived for the election of a 
Speaker to pre side over ou deliberations. T have 
the assurance that this House will be organized, 
if the Democrats change their votes; and after the 
information I have received in regard to the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina, Lam willing to change 
my vote. lL understand that he is not a member 
of any of the organized bodies of this House; that 
he is a living monument of the gallant old Whig 
P uty, which in olden times was the coponent of 
the Democracy. I have never vated a Whig vote 
in my life; but, as the Democratic party have re- 
ceived large accessions from th: it valiant party since 
its dissolution in my State, and as that gentleman 
has been represente dto me asa gentleman of abil 
ity and of parliame ntary information, and believ- 
ing that it is the duty of eve ry patriot to sacrifice 
his personal fee ‘lings and private pre judics $s when 
he thinks there is a crisis in the affatrs of the coun 
try ,and that pe itriotism should rise above all those 
feelings which prompt us toa factious opposition, 
lam wiliing, under the circumstances, to change 
my vote, My peopl will not tolerate me or any 
other man in standing out pertinaciou ly against 


the oreanization of this House underexisting 
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cumstances, when the same 
election of a national man, such as Mr. 

represt nted to be » partic uli rly when that man 
from the old Whig organization, which has 
furnished our party with many brilliant lights, 
now standing by our side gallantly fighting under 
our banner. 1 am willing to change my vote from 
Mr. Tay Lor,of L oulsiana—for whom I have per- 
sistently voted for the last three days, and whom, 
I will say, I pre fer above all others, for Speake r 
of this Sows e—and cast my vote for Mr. Smirn, 
of North Carolina. 

Mr. HOLMAN. As illustrative of the senti- 
ments of the De mocracy of Indiana, in reference 
to the organization of this House, I ask the Clerk 
to read a resolution which was recently adopted 
by the Democratic State convention of that State. 

The Clerk read, as follows 

‘ Resolved, ' 


corn 


hatin the harmony and union of the Dem 
ocratic party consists the strongest bond of union among 
the several States of this Contederacy ; and that the har 
mony and union of our party can only be maintained by a 
strict observance of, and faithful adherence to, the estab 
lished rules and regulations of the party: Therefore, 

* Be it further resolved, That, in the contest now going 
on for the election of Speaker in the House of Represent 
atives, at Washington, it is the imperative duty of every 
Democrat from Indiana to stand firmly by, and support by 
his vote for that office, the regular nominee of the Demo- 
cratic party.”’ 

Mr. ENGLISH. I wish to inquire of my col- | 
league who ts the nominee of the Democratic party 
at this time? 

Mr. HOLMAN. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Bocock,] for whom I have voted with 
a good deal of pleasure. 

Mr. ENGLISH. The gentleman from Vir- 
rinia has been withdrawn as a candidate, and has 
himself voted for Mr. Smitn; and | respectfully 
submit to my colleague to consider whether the 
fact that a very large majority of the Democratic 
party has vou ‘d for Mr. Smiru is not equivalent 
to making him the nominee of the 
party? Would not voting for Mr. 
these circumstances 
Indiana resolution ? 

Mr. HOLMAN. I desire to say, in reply, that 
inmy humble judgment the spirit of the resolu- 
tion of the Indiana Democratic convention is this: 
that the Democrats elected by Democratic votes 
in Indiana, as Representatives here from the sev- 
eral congressional districts, shall remain in the 
Democratic organization in every vote they cast. 
Therefore, by no vote of mine will I embarrass 
the action of the Democracy of my State. 

Mr. WHITELEY. Has not the nominee of 
the Democratic party vow d for Mr. Smiru, of 
North Carolina? [Cries of ** Order!’’ from the 
Republican benches. 

Mr. HUGHES. I have, Mr. Clerk, so far cast 
no vote outside of the Democratic organization 
I have been disposed to try noexperiments. I have 
not been seeking over the field to find some avail- 
able candidate. It is with extreme reluctance that 
I shall depart from the plan | have laid down. | 
But, finding that so many of my Democratic 
friends are disposed to look towards a gentleman 
who, it is possible, we may elect, and thus organ- 
ize the House; knowing that gentleman person- 
ally; appreciating, as Ido, his patriotism, his con- 
servatism, his personal virtues, and his ability; 
having carefully considered whether I ought, under 
the circumstances, to vote outside of the organi- | 
zation of the De mocratic party, I have arrived at 
the conclusion that, in order to settle this contest 
by the election of a national man, and the defeat | 
of a sectional man, I must rise higher than the 
level of mere party considerations. 1 shall, there- 
fore, change my vote from Mr. Bococx to Mr. 
Sairu, of North Carolina. 

Mr. STOUT. I trust that my present action | 
will meet with the approval of my people. I 
change my vote from Mr. Puetrs, of Missouri, 
to Mr. Sairn, of North Carolina. 

Mr. LANDRUM. Mr. Clerk, for the first time | 
since I have had a seat upon this floor, I finda 
disposition on the part of the opposition to the 
Republican party to unite. I desire to lend that 
disposition all the aid I can. I have voted uni- 
formly for Mr. Bococx, when Mr. Bocock was | 
before this House. It has been my disposition | 
throughout to vote in accordance with the reso- 
lutions of the Democracy of Indiana. No man 
feels the spirit which those resolutions breathe 
more than | do, and I believe | can say that, from 
the first vote I ever 


Democratic 
Sairu under 
come within the spirit of th 


cast for a political office, I | 


| lina. [Applause 


can be done ™ the || L cannot now vote for Mr. 
SMiTH | 


' 


| here. I came here with a Democratic 


3ocock, but I will 
follow my standard-bearer, and support him in 
the camp where he has gone. I change my vote 
from Mr. Bocock to Mr. Surrn, of North Caro- 
from the Democratic benches. ]} 

Mr. LOGAN. Mr. Clerk, as it has become 
fashionable for every genteman who changes his 
vote to state the reasons for the change, | propose 
now to give my reasons for the change 1 design 
making. Ido not make any remarks for the pur- 
pose of jusufy ing mys self before my constituents; 
because I do not believe the y would call in ques- 
tion any vote that I may give here in accordance 
with the will of the large majority of the Demo- 
cratic party of this House. -[ represent upon this 
floor, perhaps, as large a constituency as any man 
mi jority 
of al bout fourteen thousand votes over a Re ‘pub- 
lican opposition, I have never in my life given 
any other em a Democratic vote. In the district 
I have the honor to represent, there is an element 
now assisting the as mocratic party in sustaining 
the Union and the Constitution—I allude to the 
old-line Whigs. Formerly, in my district, the 
Democratic majority was six or seven thousand 
over the Whig party. In 1856, it was about eleven 


| thousand; and in 1858, it was about fourteen thou- 


| change my vote from Mr Bococx to } 


sand over the Republican party. That eapemy 


hes been brought about by the aid we have re- 
ceived from the old national Whigs. 


I change my vote, sir, not because I change any 
principle I have ever entertained, or that [ now 
entertain, but for the purpose of organizing this 
Tlouse, if possible, on a national basis, and to sat- 
isfy the people of the country that the Democratic 
party here ar » dispose ‘d to give peace once more, 
by every means in their power, to a distracted 
country. We have tried in every possible man- 
ner to do it. We have voted for Lecompton Dem- 
ocrats; for anti-Lecompton Democrats; for Dem- 
ocrats of every cast and shade; but at no time 
have we received sufficient aid from all the ele- 
ments opposed to the Republican party upon this 
pene to make an election. I hope the country will 

» that there is patriotism enough in the Demo- 
cratic party to organize this House, by uniting 
themselves upon any national man opposed to the 
sectional Republican party, that antagonizes the 
Constitutionand the Union of these States. Lhave 
it, sir, from the mouth of the gentleman himself, 
that he is an old-line Whig; that he has never be- 
longed toany organization save that of the old-line 
Whig party; that he has never belonged to the 
Know Nothing or American organization. Then, 
sir,as heis anold-line Whig, and notan American, 
or a Know Nothing, | am proud to give him my 
vote for the purpose stated. I change my vote 
from Mr. Puetrs to Mr. Suitrn, of North Caro- 
lina. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I hope I will be 
indulged in an additional remark. [Cries of 
‘*No,’’ ** No,’ and **Order!’’ from the Demo- 
cratic benches.] I think it is due to myself. 
[Renewed cries of ** Order!’ from the Democratic 
benches.] I deem it my duty to make a statement. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I hope no gbjection will 
be made; but that the gentleman will be allowed 
to procee d. 

Mr. SINGLETON. 
withdraw my objection. 

The CLERK. These explanations can only | 
be made by the unanimous consent of the House. 
Since objection has been made, the gentleman from | 
I}linois cannot proceed. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. 
will be allowed to proceed. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. 
as hee y. 

Mr. SINGLETON. 1 refuse to withdraw my 
objection under any circumstances. 
Mr. BARKSDALE. I hope my colleague will 

withdraw his objection. 

Mr. SINGLETON. The gentleman has al- 
ready made one explanation, and he has not 
changed his vote. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I voted for Mr. 
Bocock. When I wasa candidate for reélection 
in my district, I stated to my people that, when I 
came here, I intended to do as I pleased, precisely, 
in every particular, being responsible to them for 
what I did. Without any further explanation, I | 


I object; and I will not 


| hope my colleague | 


I will seek another | 


of I North Carolina. 


Mr. AVERY. I change my vote from Mr. 


have uniformly voted for Democratic nominces. | Bococx to Mr. Smitn, of North Carolina. 
~~ 
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Mr. WRIGHT. I change my vote from Mr. 
Bocock to Mr. Smirn, of North Carolina 

Mr. McRAE. Mr. Clerk, I desire to say, be- 
fore changing the vote I have ce ast, that noe ow n 
sense of propriety suggests, and the just judgment 
of the country will determine, that the Democratic 
arty, being the largest of the organizations in the 
Siectan opposed to the Re »public an party, is en- 
titled to the Speaker. I wish that fact to go out 
to the country. Let it be known that my own 
sense of propriety, and the just judgment of the 
country, will so decide. But, sir, we have been 
waiting here nearly two months, and it has been 
seen that, while we presented the best and truest 
men we had as our candidates, men unexception- 
able in their personal character, pure in their polit- 
ical record, we could not bring to their support 
those who were opposed to the Re publican ele- 
ment, and also opposed to the Democratic party; 
and I wish this further fact togo out, that, while 
we have presented such candidates for Speaker, we 
have never yet been able to get one half of the 
American vote for a Democrat as Speaker of this 
House. I want it to go out for the further reason 
that the gentleman who put Mr. Samira in nom- 
ination said he desired the fact to go out to the 
country, that they had plac ed their man ina posi- 
tion where the Democratic vote, added to their 
own, would elect him. I wantalso the fact to go 


, out, that not one half of them have voted for a 


Democrat upon this floor. But now, I take no ex- 
ception to that. 1 say the Democratic party, in 
the greatness of its heart, the greatness of its prin- 
c iple: S,in the greatness of its magnanimity, can 
afford to be generous, and will be just, if not to 
themselves, to the country. I therefore 
the vote I gave for Mr. Bocock,to Mr. 
North Carolina. [Applause in the gallerics.] 

Mr. HINDMAN. Mr. Clerk, at every ballot 
during this contest I have voted for a Democrat. 
I have thoughtall along, and spill believe, that the 
southern Opposition ought to have brough t their 
twenty-three votes to aman of our choice,a Dem- 
oerat, instead of asking us to carry our ninety- 
odd votes to a man of their choice—one of them- 
selves. It has been unreasonable for them—a 
small faction, net controlling a single State in the 
Union—to demand such a concession of a great 
national party, composed, as ours is, of Represent- 
atives from eve ry section. 

But there seems to be a disposition among Dem- 
ocrats to make the sacrifice. It is believed that 
votes cnough can be concentrated on the gentle- 
man from North Carolina [Mr. Smrrn] to elect 
him Speaker, and toend this protracted struggle. 
Those good and true men, the Democrats of the 
North, who have made so many proofs of devo- 
tion to the Constitution, indicate heir willingness 
to give this further evidence of patriotism. I un- 
derstand that most of them, if not all, will vote for 
Mr. Smitu, when it appears that their support 
wili secure his election. But they cannot be ex- 
pected to do this until the entire South shall have 
united upon him. Under these circumstances, I 
am not dispose d to be an obstacle in the way of 
organization. I have heretofore said that | would, 
in the last resort, vote for a southern Opposition- 
ist, in order to de ‘feat the Black Republican can- 
didate; and I am now ready to take that respons- 
ibility by changing my vote from Mr. Bococx to 
Mr. Snirn. 

But, before making that change, I state dis- 
tinctly, that I vote for Mr. Smrru with the express 
|| understanding that he fas never belonged to or 
affiliated with the Know Nothing party, directly 
or indirectly; and that he has always condemned 
and repudiated its doctrines. I vote for him with 
the understanding that he is an old-line Whig. In 
voting for him as such, I have no eulogy to pass 
on Whiggery, and no indersement to give to it. 
I have never done that; and shall not be so incon- 
sistent as todoso now. But Whiggery,as much 

as I condema it, is far less obje ‘ctionable than 


change 


| Black Repub Jicanism. Between two evils, | shati 
| choose the least. 


I vote for Mr. Smitn. 

Mr. BURCH. Mr. Clerk, in changing my vote 
from Mr. Bocock, of Virginia, to Mr. Suiru, of 
North Carolina, I desire to say, simply, that up to 
this time I have ‘voted consistently fora Democrat 
for Speaker of this House, withoutexception ; and, 
further, that I should continue to so cast my vou 
were it not for a rule for the government of my 
political action, which I have ever strictly adhered 
to, and that is, to yield cheerfully to the will ofa 
majority, and support the nominee of my party 


Situ, of 


et ae 


alk gee 


eae 

















«Rapier 


LA ef si 


¢ 
a 










1860. 


“Tw o- hives of the Democratic members on son 
floor have already voted for Mr. Smiru, and, 
carding their action as a nomination, siihous 
inquiring into the antecedents of the ge ntleman, 
and with a sincere desire to organize this House, 
I east my vote for Mr. Smitn, of North Carolina. 

Mr. COBB. I design to change my vote; but 
before I do it, I desire to say that I stand at home 
upon very delicate grounds, and in all probability 
the + very move I make upon this occasion may 
consign me to private life for the balance of my 
days. But what care I for that, if by any act of 
mine here I can do something for my country? 
There are perhaps a hundre d men in my district 
who can represent that district better than I can. 

I have heard, sir, a prophesy of the approach of 
whatis called the millennial day,and I believe, sir, 
I see it now beginning to dawn. Why do I say 
so? We have had five conflicting elements in this 
House, struggling against each “othe ‘r ever since 
we commenced our efforts to organize the House. 
What do we see now? Happy, happy reflection! 
I see? a man presented now who has the votes of 
a portion of all the elements of which I have 
spoken, with the exception of the Black Republi- 
eans. It isa significant fact that Mr. Smiru has 
now votes from every party in this House, ex- 
cept from the Black Re ‘publicans. He has votes 
from what is called the People’s party of Penn- 
sylvania, from the American party, from the Old 
line Whig party, from the re ‘cular Democratic 
party,and from the anti-Lecompton party. When 
such a prospect is before me, why should I not 
change my vote? 

But before I change my vote, let me correct a 
false impression which has gone abroad in the 
country. I have been called an old hard-shell 
Baptist preacher. [Laughter.] I do not refer to 
this with any intended disrespect to the ministry 
of any re ligious denomination. lama hard-shell 
Baptist, though not a hard-shell Baptist preacher, 
I have, sir, never been able to aspire to the dig- 
nity of that eminent position, which IT would 
much prefer to the ene | oceupy upon this floor. 
Shall I not, howéver, as an humble individual, not 
as a pregcher, exhort for a little while. [Laugh- 
ler. 

I exhort for the good of the country. What 
have we done to-day? We have undertaken to 
elect a Speaker, and up to this moment have made 
rapid progress. 1 trust ere this hour draws toa 

that we shall have succeeded, and that we 
will be able to proclaim our success toan expectant 
country. 

First, 1 will say a word to the Republican party. 
Well, gentlemen, if you had e¢ hange d your front 
four weeks ago you could have elected a Speaker 
of this House. You would not, or you could 
not doit. You have not made an organization, 
and thank God the elements in opposition to you 
are now about to effect the consummation of that 
much-desired result, upon a national man. You 
insisted, with unpre cedented pertinacity, in cling- 
ing to one man, who, though person: lly unobjec- 
tionable, has, nevertheless, made himself offens- 
ive toa majority of this House by his indorsement 
of the infamous Helper book. Stull you persist 
in pressing him. Our duty itis, as good patriots, 
to defeat that nominee. 

Now for a word to the northern and north- 

@Western Democrats. Shall we defeat that Repub- 
lican nominee? Will you come forward and A Ip 
us? There are only one or two of you obstinate. 

[Laughter.] Do not persist in wroug-doing any 

longer; come and vote with us. The anti-Le- 

compton men have come up. Will not all of the 
northern and northwestern Democrats come up? 

Of course they will. I give them time for reflec- 

tion. [Laughter.] 

do that to-day for esr country which will com- 
mand for you the applause of every true man and 
woman in it. Sect tes something this day upon 
the common altar, for the Constitution and the 

Union, Give peace to this excited and distracted 

people. Defeat this Republican party and its 

nominee. Will you do it? [Laughter.] The 
resolution read by the gentleman from Indiana 

(Mr. Horman} ought not to be an obstacle in his 

way. He voted for Mr. Bocock, and Mr. Bo- 

cock now votes for Mr. Smiru, of North Caro- 
lina. Why cannot he follow his standard-bearer ? 

Come and find him in the ranks with us. Ought 

not that to be sufficient that we are the laree ma- 

jority of the Democratic party who occupy this 


close 
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Come up like patriots, and, 








position > ‘This is the time, this the opportunity, 
and let gentlemen avail themselves of it. If you 
do not help to elect Mr. Smitu now, anothe r op- 
portunity nite all the opposition eleme nts upon 
a national man may not presentitself; and it may 
be that the plurality rule will then be the only 
means left us for an 


an organization. Mark my pre- 
Chet ras We now within six or eight votes of 
electing Mr. Surru. If we come within two or 


three votes of clecting him, if that side of the 
House is as ! yyal as this IS, they will never let 
you take another vote untul tl he plurality resolution 
isadopted. Those who want a national man ought 
now to show it by their votes. I voted for Mr. 
Maywnarp. For that vote | have no pardon to beg 
of my constituents. It is upon the record. If 
they deem that I gm not governed by patriotic 
a s, let them drive me from public life. I 


served, 1 think, my constituents and my country 
when [ voted for Mr. Maynarp. He is an old-line 
Whig, and a true national man. 


Men of the Northwest, I have been willing to 


aid you In your great batth lL have never been 
willing to abandon you. I have never changed 
my vote from thé Democratic nominee when it 
would hurt you. Most of you have already voted 
for Mr. Smiru, and | change my vote and vote 
for Mr.Saitn. Why cannot you all change your 
votes? If I felt that changing my vote would break 


North and 
I call upon 
to lay aside their 
party predilections, and to come up and vote for 
Mr. Sarryu. Let us all go hand in hand, and with 
hearts { filled with one creat purpose. Democrats 
anti-Lecompton Democrats, Le- 
compton Democrats—all of you, make one unite d 
effort to put in that Speaker’s chair a conservative 
old-line Whig. I vote for Wytuiam N. H. Smirn, 
of North Carolina. [Applause.] 

Mr. KUNKEL. Mr. Clerk,as Mr. Smirn, of 
North Carolina, has now received the entire vote 
of all the Representatives upon this floor from the 
southern States, with two or three exceptions, 
hope of inducing those gentlemen who 
io follow my example, | now change 
rom Mr. Bocock to Mr. Smitu, of North 


down the glorious Democracy of the 
the Northwest, | would not do it. 
their Representatives here, then, 


of all shades, 


and im the 
stand out 
my vote 
Carolina. 

Mr DAVIDSON. I stated some days ago, 
Mr. Clerk, that whenever my vote was needed, 
I was ready to give it for any national man upon 
whom we could organize this House. I am ad- 
vised that Mr. Smirn is an old-line Whig, and 
that he has never been, and is not now, a member 
of the Know Nothing or American party. Ifthere 
is aman in this House more familiar with the old- 
line W hig pe than 1 am—having always been 
a straicht-out Jackson Democrat—lI do not know 
him. And I take great pleasure in giving this 
evidence of the have for the old-line 
Whig party, being one of the last of the Demo- 
crats from the South in casting my vote for Mr 
Situ, of North Carolina, as | now do. 

Mr. RUFFIN. I suppose I am now standing 
alone in the southérn phalanx, and it is about 
time that I should march over. 

Mr. Clerk, at the commencement of thissession, 
when we commenced balloting for Speaker, I was 
determined to adhere to the Democratic nominee 
and to vote for no man outside of that organiza- 
tion, unless the probability was that by my vot 
he could be elects d. I neve r inte onde d, eithe r, to 
vote for any man that the Pemecrebe from the 
North were not willing to support. For six years 
I have with northern Demo- 
crats. I have always found them true men, will- 
ing to give — justice to all sections of the 
Union; and, sir, | have not been willing, and [am 
not now w iting, to give any vote that will injure 
them at home. I am not willing to desert my al- 
lies with whom I have fought here for years, and 
roover to the Opposition, against whom,at home, 
I have always contended. But, sir, I find things 
now in this position: there has been a struggle 
here for nearly two months with a sectional party 
waging a war against the South. We have tried 
our own men of the Democratic party. I have in- 

variably voted for them, not only here, but | may 

say ,and say truly, that in no politic al election in 
my life have I ever voted against a Democrat; and 
to- day, for the first time, I ex xpect to vote fora man 
opposed to my own politic al sentiments; nothing 
but the importance of the oc casion, nothing but the 
great necessity of organizing this House upon a na- 


respect 


stood side by sid 
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signal platform, could induce me to vote for a man 
gm “d to my own political sentiments. | believe 
the Democratic party to be true to the country: I 
believe it to be aconstitutional party; Lam devoted 
to its princip ves, and I nevere Xpect to do any thing 
to injure that party or its principles; and even now 
I cannot say that | should have been willing to 
vote for my colleatue—a man for whom I have 
the highest regard, a man whom I know to be 
eminent in his prot ssionas a lawyer, and whom 
IL know will adorn that chair, and give satisfaction 
to the country—if [ had not been adv ised and en- 
couraged by my Democratic allies of the North, 
In fre quent conversation with them, a majority of 
whom have already voted for him, [ have been 
advised and reque sted to vote for him: and now I 
take the re sponsibility of changing my vote from 
Mr. Boceck to my colleague, Mr. Surrn, of North 
Carolina. 

Mr. ENGLISH. Mr. Clerk, I desire to say 
a wereeear but a word, in explanation and justt- 
fication of the vote Lam about to give. Those 
W a are acquainted with my person: val and politi 

cal history know that I have never belonged to, 
or sy mpathize ‘d with, any other than the Ber m- 
ocratic party. I have stood with that party against 
all the politic al organizations that have trom time 
to time been arrayed against it. When the old 
Whig party existed | opposed it upon those issues 
which have now become obsolete, and are no 
longer before the country. U pon the great ques 
tion of slavery, which is the vital question of this 
day, | stand where the Democracy stood, and the 
Whig party stood, as long as the Whig party 
had an existenee. 

Upon the advent of the Know Nothing or Amer- 
ican party, | opposed it persiste ntly and consist 
ently, and particularly the peculiar doctrines of 
that party in relation to naturalization and religion. 
My views upon these subjects have undergone no 
change. Iam for our naturalization laws as thi y 
stand, and for the entire freedom of religious be- 
lief, and would resist, to the last, any infringe 
ment upon the one or the other, Nothing of that 
kind is atissue here now. Itis simply a question 
whether sectional men, or national men, shall have 
the organization of this House. Iadmit, and have 
so stated often in the face of my constituents, 
that the theory of the American party was national 
upon the slavery question, and in no essential re 
spect different upon that subject from the position 
of the Democracy. In practice, | regret to say, 
this theory has not always, and in every section, 
been carried out; but the positign professed by 
that party induced me to declare often during the 
last pre sidential canvass that, as between Fillmore 
and Frémont, I was for Fillmore. I meant, sir, 
exactly what I said. But I need not dwell upon 
the subje ‘ct here now, beeause | have it from the 
most undoubted sources that Mr. Suirn, forwhom 
I intend to vote, is not now, and never has been, 
a member of the American organization. I may 
say that I have this from his own lips, and it Is 
confirmed by whatI have heard from various other 
sources. He isan old-line national Whig, and 
nothing else; hates Republicanism, and sy mpa 
thizes with the national Democracy. He has 

shown this by voting re peate dly with us for Dem 
ecrats to fill the Speaker’s ¢ hair. Whenever wi 
have had a Democratic nominee, T have voted for 
him. lLalways should do so; but Mr. Bocock, 
who was our nominee, withdrew some time since, 
and has himself voted for Mr. Smita, and so has 
nineteen twentieths of the Democrats upon this 
floor. We have no Democratic nomimee for 
Speaker, then,except in so far as this almost unan- 
imous expression of the Democracy here make 
Mr. Sairu one. Ido not think, under all the cir 
cumstances, | would be justified in holding out 
against the judgment and decision of the great 
body of my party. 

If, by going w ith my political friends for a na 
tion: al and conservative man who stands with u: 
on the great issues, although differing with us, it 
may be, upon some things, | can contribute to 
the defeat of the Republican party, which I con 
sider the most dangerous party existing in the 
country—if I can contribute to_prevent the elec 
tion of the candidate of that party, who is the in 
dorser of the treasonable doctrines of the Helper 
book, I do not think I ought to hesrmte; and 
therefore I change my vote from Mr FLORENCE 
to Wittiam N. H. Situ, of North Carolina 


[Applause.]} 
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Mr. NIBLACK. Up to this time I have cast 
no vote for Speaker outside of the Democratic 
organization, and | have not offered any « xplana- 
tion for the votes which I have felt it my duty to 
give. I prefer rather to abstain from debate, and 
let my votes speak for themselve: I have no 
apology to make for the vote 1 propose now to 
cast, but will simply state some of the reasons 
which induce me to doso. There ts nothing in 
the present position or in the antecedents of the 
rentieman from North Carolina, as I understand 
them, which makes it at all inconsistent forme to 
vote for him. The question is now narrowed 
down to a contest between an old-line Whig and 
a Republican. As the contest has reached that 
point, | have no longer any hesitation; and if I 


knew it was the last vote l was ever to give upon 
earth, | would give it as 1 now propose to do. 
Being my lled by a semse of public duty, I pro- 


pose, therefore, to change my vote from Mr. Bo- 
cock to Mr. Suirnu, of North Carolina. 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Clerk, ever since I have been 
a member upon thjs floor, so fu I could be a 
member in our unorganized condition, I have con- 
stantly voted fora Democrat. I voted for Mr. 
Bocock, because he was the nominee of the Dem- 
ocratic party. I have voted for Mr. 
Indiana, for Mr. Mituson, and for several other 
gentlemen whose names were brought before the 
Democratic caucus. I could not, sir, vote for 
some of the gentlemen, however, voted for by 
some Democrats on this side, because they be- 
longed to a political association with whom it is 
impossible for me to affiliate. That fact rendered 
it impossible for me to vote for any such man. 

Mr. Cl rk, j was clected to a seat upon this 
floor, outside of what was claimed to be the regu- 
lar organization of the Democratic party of the 
city of New York. Those who claimed to be for 
the Administration opposed me, and in my can- 
vass did everything they could to defeat me. I 
came here as a Democrat, nevertheless; for I have 
always been a Democrat, and I hope that I ever 
will bea Democrat. When I came here, sir, I found 
gentlemen from the South divided among them- 
selves—those gentlemen who represent that pecu- 
liar institution in which their constituents are s 
deeply interested. They voted for diiferent candi- 
dates, and I found them as a house divided against 
itself. What do we now see? Every one of them 
anited upon a national man. ‘They vote for Mr. 
Sautu because he is here, as he hasalways been, an 
old-line Whig, who is devoted to the Constitution 
and the Union, and had stoods houlder to shoulder 
with Clay, Webster, and Dickinson, in their great 
struggles for the constitutional rights of all sections 
of this great Confederacy. I am not prepared, 
just now, to say that I will give him my vote; but 
I do say, that when the proper time arrives, and 
my vote will elect him and organize this House, 
1 shall not hesitate one minute in the discharge 
of my duty. That is the position I stand in at 
prest nt. 

1 have been represented in the New York Ex- 
press thus: 


Davis, of 


“Mr. Barr, of New York, represents the [rish patriots | 


of the Sixth Ward.”’ 

Yes,sir,[ do. That paper told nothing but the 
truth. Those Irish-born citizens are pure Ameri- 
can patriots. They are citizens of the United 
States by their own choice, and not through acci- 
dent. Iam here as their Representative, as well 
as my fellow-citizens of all nationalities, ready, at 
ail times and upon all occasions, when it is de- 
manded, to vindicate them. They are not, as 
was said by a gentleman from Georgia, a foreign 
element in our midst. They are American citi- 
zens, who will compare in patriotism and devotion 
to the national interests with any portion of our 
citizens, foreign-born or native, anywhere else in 
this Union. I am proud to acknowledge that 
they are American citizens, having the same in- 
terest in, and devotion to, this country, as our 
native population, : 

We have been denounced, sir, as northern Dem- 
ocrats, who have kept this House disorganized 
and the country in agitation. I cast that charge 
back from whence itcame. There is no northern, 
no southern, no western, no eastern, no sectional 
Democracy. No, sir; there is one great national 
Democrame party, and to that party I belong. 
{ Applause from the Democratic benches.] We are 
constitutional Democrats. We stand here, sir, a 


band of brothers, defending the sacred compact of 


our Union from the assaults of Abolition fanatics, 
and the more cunning assaults of Republicanism. 

I repeat, Mr. Clerk, that, when my vote will 
give Mr. Surru the election, I will cast it for him. 
I will do itasa duty | owe to my country, and the 
duty I owe to the great commercial city which I 
have the honor, in part, to represent, whose mer- 
chants are anxious to see this House speedily or- 
ganized witha national man. I doitas due to the 
old-line Whigs who helped elect part of our Dem- 
ocratic State ticket last fall, and many of whom 
voted for me as a national man. I may express 
the hope they will help elect the whole of our na- 
tional ticket next fall. When my vote will elect 
Mr. Sairu, [ will give it for him. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Mr. Clerk, there 
is no member of this House who is under less 
obligation to the twenty-threé members of the 
southern Opposition than I am personally; but 
this is no place, and this no occasion, for personal 
considerations. I have objected, hitherto, that 
twenty-three men ought not to ask ninety-five 
men to unite with them in the election of one of 
their number as Speaker of this House; but this 
consideration, too, is as the small dust in the bal- 
ance of patriotism. | understand that the gentle- 
man from North Carolina [Mr. Sarr] hasalways 
been a Whig, never was anything but a Whig, 
and is yet a Whig. Representing a large and 
most respectable Whig element in my district, I 
am ready, therefore—not only ready but willing, 
cheerfully, to unite with others who, as yet, have 
withheld their votes, and make him the Speaker 
of this House over the Republican candidate, [Mr. 
SuHERMAN;] ending thus the disorganization and 
disorder which have for so long reigned here. 
The ttme has come when it ought to be ended; 


the country demands it of us; and in my jude- 


ment, itis now the high duty of the members of 


this House to see that the paralysis which has 
overtaken this branch of the Government, shall 
be healed. . For one, [ am not willing to take the 
responsibility of continuing this state of things 
longer. Accustomed to take responsibility, I yet 
shrink from that. The other responsibility of 
voting for one who has been, is now, and will 
continue to be, a national and conservative Whig, 
unless, still better, he become a national Democrat, 
I am ready at any moment to take. I propose, 
then, to unite, as soon as my vote can be made 
effective, with a sufficient number of the national 
men of this House to elect the gentleman from 
North Carolina its Speaker. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. MORRIS, of [llinois. I have heard it said, | 


Mr. Clerk, by various gentlemen upon this floor, 
that Mr. Smiru, of North Carolina, Is not a 
Know Nothing, and that he has never been in any 
way connected with the order. The declarations, 
sir, may be strictly true; but of themselves they 
are not sufficient to induce me to change my vote, 
and cast it for him. He is of age, and let him 
speak for himself to the House and to the coun- 


try. I want to know, not only whether he was || 


|| reference to their particular views. 


ever connected with the Know Nothing order, but | 


whether he approves of the doetrines or principles 
of that order? 1 have not the pleasure of his per- 


sonal acquaintance, and, of course, can have no |! ( \ 
| posed they cherished, and which, if they had 
‘avowed before [I cast my vote for them, they 


personal feeling against him. I am anxious to 
vote for anational man; but I de not believe a man 


to be national who indorses the principles of the | 


Know Nothing order. 

Mr. HINDMAN. Will the gentleman permit 
me to interrupt him again? 

Mr. LARRABEE. I will say to the gentle- 
man from Illinois, that I have put these questions 
to the gentleman from North Carolina, and he has 
answered them to my satisfaction. [ represent 
more foreign-born citizens than any other man 
upon this floor; and every foreign-born Democrat 


in my district, if here to-day, would vote for WiL- | 


iam N. H. Sara, of North Carolina. 
Mr. HINDMAN. I said, when assigning 


that the gentleman from North Carolina never 
had been connected with Know Nothingism, and 
that he had always disapproved the doctrines of 


| reasons for changing my vote, that | was informed | 


that order. He made declarations to that effect, | 


which were communicated to me before I voted 
for him. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. That declaration 
seems to have been made in private. 

Mr. HINDMAN. I will again say to the gen- 
tleman from Illinois, thatthe information I received 
was not impaated to me privately. 


A friend made | 


January 27, 


the inquiry at my instance and request, and the 
answers were communicated to me in no sort of 
confidence or privacy. It was distinctly under- 
stood that I was to make such use of them as I 
thought proper. I have, therefore, placed them 
on record, because they explain my action, and 
maintain the consistency of my course, and they 
also fully inform other members in the premises. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. That appears to 
be pretty direct. . 

Mr. LOGAN. I will state to the gentleman, 
if he will allow me, that Mr. Smita himself told 
me these facts, and they were not said in secret. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I will say further, that 
Mr. Surru has voted for a Democrat three times. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. Mr. Smirn is of 
age, as | have said, and can speak for himself. I 
have no doubt of the truth of the statements made 
by my colleagues and other gentlemen upon this 
floor; but 1 would prefer to hear from Mr. Suita 
direct. 

Mr. BURNETT. If the gentleman from IIli- 
nois will permit me, I desire to make a suggestion 
to him. I understand that the gentleman from 
Illinois is anxious for an organization of this 
House. Lunderstand, from his statement, that he 
is willing to organize this House upon a national, 
conservative man, as against the Republican party. 
Now, I submit to him in all fairness, that being 
his position, that being the attitude in which he 
places himself before the House, if he is sincere— 
and I have no reason to call his sincerity in ques- 
tion—if he is earnest in desiring an organization 
of this House, when he is assured by gentlemen 
all around him that the gentleman from North 
Carolina occupies the position assigned him; when 
no other candidates have answered questions; 
when he has voted for gentlemen without their 
answering interrogatories; when the members of 
the Democratic party here, with a few exceptions, 
have done the same thing; I ask him whether it 
is fair or just for him to put his refusal to vote 
for the gentleman from North Carolina upon the 
ground that he is twenty-one years ofage, and can 
speak for himself? I am a Democrat, and am as 
much opposed to the southern Opposition as any 
man upon this floor, North or South, I éare not 
to what section he belongs. I have opposed that 
party at home, and I expect to oppose its policy 
and peculiar views here; but I trust I can rise 
higher than mere personal and political considera- 
tions in a crisis like this. For one, } hepe the 


| gentleman from North Carolina will answer no 


questions. He is anational man, and let us elect 
him, making this small sacrifice for the good of 
the country. [Applause in the galleries.] 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. The gentleman from 
Kentutky, who has just resumed his seat, has in- 


| formed me and the House that we have voted for 


other candidates without interrogating them in 
[ will plead 
guilty to that charge, and say that I did so vote 
upon the assurance of members that such and 


such gentlemen were national and in favor of 


standing by the Union. 1 took them, sir, upon 
trust; but found in the end that the sentiments 
they entertained did not agree with those I sup- 


never would have received it. It is precisely for 
the reason assigned by the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky,[Mr. Burnert,] that I desire to know from 
Mr. Smiru’s own mouth what his views and feel- 
ings are upon the subject of Know Nothingism. 
I do not think it is fair for the gentleman from 
Kentucky to thrust himself in between the inter- 
rogatories I propounded to the gentleman from 
North Carolina and myself. It isfor Mr. Smiru 
to answer or not, as he may think proper. 

Now, sir, what are the facts in regard to Mr. 
Saitu’s political status, as they appear? As I 
said before, I do not know him personally. I 
have no doubt he isa gentleman. [ presume he 
is aman of ability,and would preside in that chair 


| with dignity; but such things, of themselves, do 


not constitute sufficient reasons for his election. 
I understand he ran against and was elected over 
the regular Democratic nominee, and certainly, 
since he has beena member of this House, he has 
almost uniformly coéperated with the American 
party in voting for Speaker. Onge or twice he 
voted for Democrats. I understand, further, that 
the gentleman from North Carolina is in favor of 
a slave code for the Territories. [Cries of ‘ No!”’ 
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“No!” Ge ntlemen around me, say no, no, to 
that, and I yield the point, as I suppose they are 
better acquainted with his views than myself, 
upon it. He has, however, associate -d and coép- 
erated, generally, with the American party in this 
House, “and was nominated by one of them here 
to-day; yet, sir, it is nowe laimed that ninety-five 
Democrats should ground their arms and go over 
to his support and ‘elect him Speaker. 

Mr. HILL. I desire to say to the gentleman 
from Illinois, that the gentleman from North Car- 
olina has voted three several times for a member 
of the Democratic party for Speaker, without ask- 
ing any stions. 

‘While I am upon the floor I will make one fur- 
ther oe ae and it is this: that Mr. Smiru has 
been presented to this House as a candidate for 
Speaker in deference to the sentiments of genitle- 
men who do not sympathize with the American 
party. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. If the gentleman 
from Illinois will allow me, I will state that [ am 
informed that the gentleman now voted for for 
Speaker, ran against our old friend, Dr. Shaw; 
that Dr. Shaw took the stump in favor of a slave 
code, and desired to incorporate it into the next 
Democratic platform. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I hope the gentleman 
from Missouri will not undertake to discuss these 
matters. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. 
tions. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I trust the gentleman 
from Missouri will not undertake to embarrass 
us in the efforts we are making to organize the 
House. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. Mr. Clerk, I donot 
desire to detain this House with any extended re- 
marks. As I said before, I want to be satisfied 
by the gentleman from North Carolina himself 
as to his views upon the subject of Americanism, 
or Know Nothingism, and that is all I want. If 
the gentleman will rise in this House—I am anx- 
ious for its organization, and am willing to vote 
for one who is strictly an old-line Whig, to effect 
that object—if he will rise from his seat and say 
that he repudiates the doctrines of Know Nothing- 
ism, then I am ready to cast my vote for him. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I desire to say 

Mr. BURNETT. [object to any interruptions. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I desire to say that { will 
object myself, (Loud cries of * Object!”’]_ I was 
going to give the gentleman from Illinois the rea- 
son why I would object, and why the objection 
ought to be entertained on both sides of the 
none I desire that the gentleman from North 

Carolina, if he takes that chair, shall take it un- 
pledged, asa fair, honest, magnanimous man; and 
that he shall have it in his power to administer 
the duties of the third office in this Government 
with justice to all the factions or organizations in 
this House, and to all th me *mbers of this House, 
whether belonging to the Republican party, the 
anti-Lecompton party, the South American party, 
or the Democratic party. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I object to this interrup- 
tion. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I give notice now, that if 
the gentleman from North Carolina should rise 
in his place to answer the interrogatories of the 
gentleman from Illinois, I should object. [Loud 
cries of **Order!’’ ‘* Order!’’] 

Mr. LEAKE. [rise toa point of order. The 
same point of order has been madeand withdrawn; 
but I shall not withdraw it until it is voted down. 
My point of order is this: that no gentleman has 
a aah, under the circumstances by which we ar 
surrounded, to make a speech, unless in expla- 
nation of his vote; and I doubt if even that is in 
order, under the parliamentary law. The gentle- 
man from Illinois has made two speeches, an- 
nouncing his determination not to change his vote; 
and now he is upon the floor to make a third 
speech, and give additional reasons why he will 
not change his vote. I insist that he be not al- 
lowed to proceed under the circumstances. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. Let me correct the 
gentleman from Virginia. 

Mr. LEAKE. | insist on my point of order. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. f 


I object to these interrup- 





speeches. 
Mr. BURNETT. I appeal to the gentleman 


from Virginia to withdraw his point of order. It 


he gentleman | 
is mistaken in saying that I have made three | 
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certainly will not take the gentleman frem Illinois | 
long to get through. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. There seems to be 
ageneral desire that nothing more should be said. 
I have propounded my interrogatories, and shall 
wait for a response. If the gentleman from North 
Carolina does not choose to respond, [| cannot 
vote for him. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I have a word to say to the 
gentleman from Illinois. 

Mr. HASKIN. I call the gentleman from Vir- 
rinia toorder. I presume that, as we are in the 
midst of a ballot, all this desultory conversation 
between members is out of order. I insist upon 
proceeding with the ballot, and having the Clerk 
announce the result, whatever it may be. The 
gentleman from Virginia is not in order. 

Mr.C€ LEMENS. lam not dispos d to be out 
of order. 

The CLERK. 
quarters, to the 
ceeding. 


Mr. McRAE 


Objection is made, in several 
gentleman from Virginia pro- 





] simply wish to say 

Mr. HASKIN. I insist upon the point of order 
which I have raised, as well in relation to the 
gentleman from Mississippi as the ge ntleman from 
Virgini 

Mr. Vic RAE. What point of order does the 
gentleman make? He has not heard what I was 
BOM. to say. 

. HASKIN. My point of order is that we 
are in the midst of a ballot, and should have that 
ballot de termine d. 
bate or conversation between members is out of 
order, and [ hope that the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi will not insist on going on. 

Mr. McRAE. I concur entirely in opinion with 
the gentleman from New York that all this debate 
is out of order, and J will go further and say t 
him, that I think the proceedings of this a 
have been out of order from the first day we met 
until this time. [Cries of ** That’s a fact,”’ from 
the Republican benches.] That is what I think, 
and I did not mean to detain the House a mo- 
ment; but the gentleman from Illinois yielded 
the floor to me simply to respond to a question 
which he asked, and which I propose to do in a 
few words, in reference to the opinions of Mr. 
SMITH. 

Mr. HASKIN. 

Several MemBers. 
himself. 

Mr McRAE. But Iam not going now to an- 
swer the question. I am going to unite with the 
gentleman from New York, if he will allow me. 

Mr. HASKIN. With great pleasure. 

Mr. McRAE. And to say that as an orderly 
member of this House, I will coéperate with him. 
[Cries of **Order!’’?] They will not allow a gen- 
tleman to get in order when he wants to. [| Laugh- 
te r.] 

Mr. MONTGOMERY. Mr. Clerk, we have 
been here balloting for nearly eight weeks, and 
sull this House is not organized; no Speaker has 
been elected. I have voted for a number of can- 
didates. It has been my motive from first to last 
to secure the election of a national and conserv- 


That is just what I object to. 
Let Mr. Smiru answer for 


ative man. I have endeavored to procure the | 


election of one such man after another, beginning 
with my first choice, and then voting for a second, 
a third, and a fourth, and I have been, as yet, un- 
successful; no man has been elected. Itis, there- 
fore, of the highest importance that we should now 
make some further concessions, because further 
concessions are necessary to secure ai | lection, 
and when concessions are required at my hands, 
I never shrink from the responsibility, nor refuse 
my share of sacrifices. When the honor of the 
country and its creditareat stake; when the wheels 
of Government are locked, and the faith of this 
Government is in peril; when our contracts have 
been violated, and our debts remain unpaid; and 
when the public creditors are suffering; in such # 
state of things it is incumbent on every man who 
loves his country, who is jealous of its credit and 
its honor, to make his share of sacrifices for th 

public welfare. At this time, when the foundations 
of the Governmentare shaken; when the existence 

of this glorious and happy Unions in peril; when 
sectional men and sectional parties threaten us 
with the destruction of the Constitution, and the 
horrors and perils of a civil war; when the prayers 


of patriotic and good men are hourly ascending | 
| to Heaven for the restoration of peace and harmony 


PP. 


[ do insist that all of this de- | 
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among our now distracted and divided people, I 
will not fail to offer up my party prid sell per- 
sonal prefere nees on the altar of my country’s 
rood. Atsuchatime, prompted by such induce- 
ments, i would seorn to hold back. Mr. Smivu 
is not my first choice; he does agree with me on 
all questions; but he does agree with me on many 
of the most vital questions of the day; | am, there- 
fore, ready to sink minor differences in an hour 
like this, when dangers to the nation stand threat- 
ening around,and good men tremble for the future. 
I consider the sacrifice insignificant when weighed 
against the peace of the nation 

Mr. HASKIN. Ido not desire to prevent the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania trom explaining his 
change of vote if he propose to do it; but | do 
insist that the point of order heretofore raised 
is applicable to him, if he intends making a 
speech. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY. I intend to give the 
reasons for my change of vote, and that | have a 
right todo,as the gentleman from New York well 
knows. 

Mr. HASKIN. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY. Andnow, I desire to 
say a word in relation to the position of the gen 
tleman presented as a candidate for the Speaker- 
ship of this body. Mr. Smrru, of North Caro- 
lina, belongs to none of the organized parties in 
this House. He belongs to the remnant left of 
that glorious old party, at the head of which stood 
in years gone by a Clay and a Webster; he isan 
old-line Whig, who remains true to the > “neiples 
and policy of that ancient and honorable party, 
and as such I can vote for him. If he were an 
American, or if he advocated their principles, | 
could not and would not vote for him. have 
said in this House, heretofore, and | repeat it, 
now, that I never have cast, and never will east a 
vote for any one who holds that it is a cause for 
prose ription thataman was born where God made 
him, or that to worship God ace ording to ms dic- 
tates of a man’s conecience is a crime or a dis- 
grace. [despise such narrow-hearted polic y aa 
detest such bigotry and proscription. 

But, sir, | have said that Mr. Smiru does not 
belong to the American organization, and never 
did. He is a patriotic Whig, a friend of 
tion to American industry, a national ee con- 
servative man, a supporter of the Constitution, a 
friend of the Union, and as guch | ean give him 
my support. ‘Trammeled by none of the embar- 
rassing que stions of the past, with no objection- 
able reeord, a gentleman of rare intelligence and 
high social virtues, he will adorn the Speaker’s 
chair and preside over our deliberations with fair- 
ness and impartiality. He remains a way-mark 
of the great party that has passed awit Ly —almost 
a last survivorofa race of giants. Ina time lke 
this, when no party has a majority, when no one 
organization can conten an ¢ le CLION, IL IS per ull- 
arly fit to select one who, differing with us all, 
owes fayoritism to none. Seme of my northern 
Democratic friends have said that they would 
unite upon him when their friends came to the 
[ am not going to say that; | am willing 
to give nosuch excuse; I will not be astumbling- 
block to others. I act independently, and from 
pure motives, and I take the responsibility. I 
intend to change my vote and others can do as 
they yp lease. For these reasons, and pre ‘mpted 
by the motives I have hastily expressed, | now 
change my vote from Mr. Davis to Mr. Suirn, 
of North Carolina. | Ay poli use ol 

Mr. PENDLETON. Mr. Clerk, I represent 
on this floor a constituency which is composed 
of native-born and foreign- a, citizens, Among 
them are a large number of Germans and Irish, 
of both religions, Catholic and Protestant. They 
are as honorable, as patriotic, as fauhful to the 
Constitution of their adopted country as any of 
those who were born upon the soil. | owe much 
to their confidence and support heretofore. I 
would not viqlate my own convictions of duty by 
voting for any man whose political principles tend 
to de grade or injure them—whose sympathies are 
opposed to them. But I have made inquiries of 
the gentleman who is presented here as a candi- 
date to-day. I have gone to the fountain-head for 
information, and I have learned that he never was 
a member of the Know Nothing party; that he has 
never taken amy pledges; and that he does not 
sympathize with any of their proseriptive prin 
ciples or doctrines. Sir, | would not yield any 


protec- 


rescue, 
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essential principle; but I would yield much of par- 
tisan feeling and prejudice, to « flect an organiza- 
tion of this House. And the difficulty with me 
havine now been removed, | am willing to unite 
with the conservative clements here for that pur- 
pose. 

I have voted for Mr. Joun G. Davis. I desire 
to change that vote, and to vote for Mr. Ssirn, 
of North Carolina {Applaus 5 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I desire to inquire 


of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Penpieton] 


when he had the conversation to which he refers, 
with Mr. Smairu?) Was it to-day? 

Mr. PENDLETON. ‘To-day; since he has 
been put in Homination, , 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. On concluding my 
remarks, | went in search of the gentleman from 
North Carolina myself, to have a conversation 
with him, but was unable to find him. I desired 
to interrogate him in reference to the ve ry points 
which lL understand the gentleman from Ohio to 
have interrogated him upon; and not doubting that 
the gentleman from Ohio has stated truthfully the 
conversation that occurred between himself and 
Mr. Smirn, and there being so much concurring 
testimony that he does not approve of the princi- 
ples of Know Nothingism; and understanding, 
from agentleman near me, that Mr. Smiru ran as 
an anti-Administration man, and not asa Know 
Nothing; and being, moreover, very desirous for 


an organization of this House | V the election of 


i national, Union man, as [ understand him to be, 
i will chanee my vote, and now vote for him. 
Great applause on the floor and in the ralleri s.| 

Mr. HOWARD. Mr. Clerk, so far as I am 
concerned, | have always endeavored to promote 
an orranization of this House. And having con- 
sulted with my colleagwues from Ohto in regard to 
this vote, | have determined not to stand in the 
way of the election of a Speaker now, and partic- 
ularly as I understand that the gentleman from 
North Carolina is nota Know Nothing; that he 
has never been inside of a Know Nothing lodge; 
that he has never had anything to do with that 
order; and that in his eanvass he ran on his own 
hook. Occupying that posiuon, I do not see what 
better we can do than to organize this Heuse by 
placing him in the Speaker’s chair. We have 
heen here for nearly two months trying to organ- 
ize the House, in order that we may dothe busi- 
ness of the country; and when it becomes a ques- 
tion between the interests of the country and my 


own party feelings, | will look to the interests of 


the country and do what is right under the cir- 
cumstances. Understanding, then, that the gen- 


tleman from North Carolina is nota member of 


the Know Nothing order, 1 am willing to sacrifice 
something for an organization of this louse. My 
colleague, from one of the Cincinnati districts, has 
observed that he represents a constituency com- 
posed of both native and foreign-born citizens, 
mit he is willing to vote for the gentleman from 
North Carolina, to effect an organization of the 


“House. I will not for a moment stand in the way 


of that resalt, and | now willingly chanze my 


vote from Mr. Joun G. Davis to Mr. Suitrn, of 


North Carolina. [Applause.] 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Mr. Clerk, | hold 
it to be the bounden duty of every gentleman who 
pronounces a vote upon this floor, to do it under- 
standingly, and under a sense of the responsibility 
which rests upon him. Thus far I have endeav- 
ored to discharge that duty. I have acted under 
the lights which have been presented to my vision; 
and with an eye single to the good of the country 
and the integrity of the party to which I belong, 
have [ thus far cast my vote, and it has been re- 
corded. Since IT last engaged the attention of the 
House, I have felt it to be my duty to extend my 
inquiries in respect to the matter under its consid- 
erauon, and [ learn that the gentleman whose 
name is now presented for the Speakership of the 
House of the Thirty-Sixth Congress, stands in a 
different political attitude from that which I sup- 
posed him to occupy when I formerly addressed 
my fellow-members. I learn that he is not, and 
has not been a member of a Know Nothinglodge, 
that offensive position which would exclude him 


from my consideration, from the friendship of 


my constituents, and from the friendship and sup- 
port of the Democrauc party. I have sufficient 
evidence of that fact, not only in the assurances 
that have been given me by friends around me, 
but in the action of my Democratic friends upon 


whose advice and judgment I rely. [, sir, under- 
stand him to be an old-line Whig, the represent- 
ative of national principles, the supporter of the 
galaxy of stars and stripes which emblazon and 
illustrate the insignia of this proud Union. I 
hold him, therefore, to be, while not entirely and 
altogether such as I am, a Democrat, yet in its 
nearest approach, an old-line Whig free from the 
leprosy of Know Nothingism; a man, conserve 
tive, national, and patriotic. Under these cireum- 
stances, here at this stage of our action, now at 
this advanced period of our deliberations, the coun- 
try pausing and gazing intently upon us, even the 
pulsations of its heart arrested, [deem it my duty 
as the representative of a proud constituency, and 
that a Democratic one, on this floor, to come for- 
ward and change my vote from Mr. JounS Mitt- 
son, of Virginia, and to render it for Mr. Smirn, 
of North Carolina, [Great applause. ] 

Mr. MARTIN, of Ohio. I desire to change 
my vote from Joun G. Davis to Smirn, of North 
Caroiina. [Applause.] 

Mr. COOPER. I change my vote to Mr. 
Satu, of North Carolina. [Rene wed aa 
Mr. BARR. Under existing circumstances, 
deem it my duty no longer to withhold my vote 
fromthe gentleman from North Carolina. I, there- 
fore, change my vote from Mr. Miiuson to Mr. 

Ssairu, of North Carolina. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I simply desire to record 
my vote for Mr. Corwin. 

Mr. JUNKIN. Mr. Clerk, I voted for Mr. 
Smirn under the impression that he was an Amer- 
ican, but now itis difficult to tell what he is; be- 
sides, he refused to deny that he is in favor of a 
slave code for the Territories. I therefore change 
my vote from Mr. Smiru to SuermMan. 

Mr. RUST. It appears that I stated the truth 
three weeks ago, when I said that these gentle- 
men would change their votes. [Loud cries of 
‘Order !’’ from the Republican benches. ] 

Mr. SCRANTON. [wish to change my vote 
from Mr. Smirnand putin nomination Mr. Cor- 
win, of Ohio. [Cries of ** Too late!’ and deris- 
ive laughter fromthe Democratic benches.] I vote 
for Mr. Corwiy. 

_ Mr. NIBLACK. I would like to know how 
Pennsylvania feels upon the iron question just 
now. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I answer the gentleman 
by saying that she never felt better in her life. 
(Langhter.} 

Mr. HINDMAN. We have now before us, 
Mr. Clerk, an illustration—— 

Mr. BINGHAM. I object. 

Mr. HINDMAN. lI only wish to say a few 
words. [Cries of ** Order!’’ from the Republican 
benches, and great confusion in the Hall.] I sus- 
pend my remarks for the present. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania, obtained the 
floor. : 

Mr. GARNETT. I insist that no member shall 
be heard until order is restored in the Hall. 

The CLERK. The Clerk will recognize no 


member until members take their seats and pre- 


serve order. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. Understand- 
ing, sir, that there is a disposition on the part of 
the Republican party to change front, and to pre- 
sent another candidate, one of two rentlemen 
equally distinguished for their eminent services to 
the country, for their nationality of opinion, and 
for their soundness upon the great issues which 
divide the country, in my opinion, I will, for the 
present, withhold my vote from Mr. Smirn, of 
North Carolina, and cast it for Mr. Corwin. [A 
storm of hisses came from the Democratic benches, 
the floor, and galleries; and cries of ** Order!?’ from 
the Republican benches. | 


Mr. McKNIGHT. I insist that those who 


make these disgraceful exhibitions shall be re- 


moved from the galleries. 
*Several Members. Order ought first to be ob- 
served upon this floor. 

The CLERK. The Clerk begs leave to appeal 
to the House to preserve its own order and de- 


corum. He es to those who are permitted | 
|| of this contest. If 1 understand my colleague 


to come = the floor through the courtesy of the 
House—t 
they shall not in future, as they have done tn the 


past, indulge in manifestations of dissent or ap- 


plause. The Clerk has been pained to see gen- | 


tlemen who are allowed the privilege of the floor 
by the courtesy of the House violate the order and 


10se not members of the House—that | 
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decorum of the House. The Clerk implores the 
mémbers of the House to preserve their own dig- 
nity. And the Clerk now desires to give notice, 
that if the galleries again disturb the proceedings 
with manifestations of applause or dissent, he will 
direct the officers of the House to remove the dis- 
orderly persons, whether they are in the ladies’ 
or the gentlemen’s gallery. Of course the ladies 
will create no disturbance. [Laughter.] 

Mr. HOUSTON. I think that the determina- 
tion of the Clerk in the main is correct. I hope 
the galleries will preserve order. But, sir, the 
Clerk ought to be a little indulgent in this partic- 
ular instance, because of the extraordinary scene 
exhibited here before the world. Really, if any- 
thing could justify disorder, this scene would. 

The CLERK. ° The Clerk begs leave to state 
to the gentleman from Alabama, that, inasmuch 
as it isan extraordinary scene, there is the greater 
necessity for the preservation of order. [Cries of 
**Good!”? ** That is right!’ 

Here Messrs. WINSLOW, HOUSTON, 
KEITT, and half a dozen other members on the 
Democratic side, asked the Cicrk whether their 
names were recorded; and, if so, how? They 
were answered by the Clerk that they were re- 
corded, and for Mr. Smitru, of North Carolina. 

Mr. KEITT. Isit not in order for me to change 
my vote? [Laughter.] 

The CLERK. The result has not been*an- 
nounced, and the gentleman can change his vote. 

Mr. KEITT. I wish to state my grounds, and 
then I will determine whether [ will change my 
vote or not. [Laughter.] For eight weeks we 
have been in protracted session, attempting to elect 
a Speaker, and organize this House. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. [I call the gentleman 
to order. 

The CLERK. The gentleman will please state 
his point of order. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. My point of order is 


that discussion is out of order during the call of 


the roll. 1 object to it. 

Mr. KEITT. I will discuss that point of or- 
der. 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Illinois 
will recollect that by the consent of the House 
gentlemen who have proposed to change their 
votes have been permitted to assign reasons for 
the proposed change. The gentleman from South 
Carolina obtained the floor and commenced his 
remarks, stating the reasons for changing his 
vote 

Mr. THEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
South Carolina propose to change his vote ? 

Mr. KEITT. I will state what I propose to 
do in the course of my remarks. [Laughter.] 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Does the Clerk over- 
rule my point of order? 

The CLERK. The Clerk thinks that it comes 
too late, inasmuch as no objection was made 
when the gentleman from South Carolina began 
his remarks. 


Mr. HILL. Does the gentleman propose to 





show that recent changes upon the other side of 


the House have affected him in what he now pro- 
roses to do? 

Mr. KEITT. I propose to answer that ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Clerk, when interrupted, I was saying that 
we had been in session eight weeks, attempting 
to organize the House by the election of aSpeaker; 
that the Republican party had presented a candi- 
date; that the American party had presented a 
candidate; that the Democratic party had pre- 
sented a candidate; and that the anti-Lecompton 
men had presented a candidate, No single party 
had a majority. Then there could only be an 
election by the plurality rule, and it would require 
a union of all the opponents of the Republican 
party to beat it. 

Mr. MILES. Will the gentleman allow me to 
interrupt him ? 

Mr. KEITT. Certainly. 

Mr. MILES. I think my colleague does not 
state, with sufficient accuracy, some of the facts 
which have transpired since the commencement 


correctly, he says the Democratic party presented 
a candidate, and thatthe southern Opposition pre- 
sented a candidate. Now, sir, is it not notorious 
that the Democratic party have presented a num- 
ber of candidates? They have presented various 
candidates from time to time. And may it not be 
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said, w ith equaftruth, that the southern Opposition 

party have presented more than one candidate? 
rhe reason, and the only reason, I have in making 
this correction is, that this side of the House may 
be putina fair and proper position. I wish to vin- 
dicate, as is so often said, the truth of history in 
this matter, because this is a very important ses- 
siorf, and this contest has attracted the attention 
of the entire country, and therefore I think there 
should be no erroneous and inaccurate impres- 
sions on the subject. It might be said further, 
that, in addition to the candidates which the Dem- 
ocratic party have put forward from time to time, 
and the candidates the southern Opposition have 
put forward from time to time, we have here to- 
day, for the first time, a new party putting for- 
ward anew candidate. The old-line Whigs, who 
are neither Democrats nor Americans, have now 
a candidate in the field; and now geut!emen upon 
this side of the House, who have been unwilling 
to vote for an American in any event, and who 
have felt that they could not consistently and con- 
scientiously do so, are quite untrammeled by the 
presentation te them of an old-line Whig. Now, 
these are important facts, and I think they ought 
to be correctly and accurately understood. 

The reason why I rose to make this explana- 
tion was, that it might not appear that we upon 
this side of the House, the i caiamihan party, and 
those who have acted with that organization, had 
put forward a candidate and obstinately and per- 
sistently thrust forward one solitary individual 
and insisted upon electing him. On the contrary, 
we have en magnanimously; for, putting for- 
ward a candidate for whom we thought we might 
fairly ask the suffrages of all gentlemen upon this 
side of the House, and having failed to elect him, 
we withdrew him. He himself indeed, with that 
magnanimity and that generous sensibility which 
characterize him, volunt irily came forward, and 
in aspeech I have seldom heard supassed for sim- 
plicity , for taste, and for manly directness, with- 
drew his name. Then we put forward another 
gentleman; but failing to clect him he also with- 
drew; and then we put forward a third. So I 
desire it to be distinctly understood, that the Dem- 
ocratic party and the southern Opposition party 
have neither of them endeavored to thrust forward 
a single candidate only, and say aut Cesar aut 
nullus; but, on the contrary, that we have been 
re ady to unite upon any sound, conservative man. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. [stated some time 
ago that I desired to put an e nd to the present dis- 
organized condition of this House by the election, 
as against the Republican candidate, of any con- 
servative, national man, of any other party, and 
if outside of my own party organization, then es- 
pecially of the old-line Whig party, and that I 
should be unwilling to take the responsibility of 
continuing any longer the disorganization and dis- 
order which reign now, and for so mi iny 
have reigned overus. The moment having now 
arrived when, by my vote, that can be ende d, and 
my House organized upon a national basis, and 
by the defeat of the Republican candidate, I desire 
that my vote shall be recorded for Wittiam N, H. 
Satu, of North Carolina. [{Applause.] 

Mr. COX. It is well known that I stajed to 


veeks 


this House that I never could vote for any gen- | 


tleman of the Know Nothing organization. I 
said I never would vote for either a Republican 
ora Know Nothing. I neverwill. 1 have satis- 
fied myself be yond any nnd of mistake, 
that the gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
Smiru] is ~ opposed to the proscriptive doctrines 
of the Know Nothing organization. I saw my 
colleague [Mr. Pexpi ETON] in conversation with 
that gentleman, and I inquired of him what that 
conversation was. He satisfied me,as Mr. Smitu 
satisfied him, that Mr. Smit is not and never 
has been a member of the Know Nothing order, 
or in any way connected with it. As I make this 
remark, the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Mat- 
Lory,] be longing to the American party, bows 
assent to it. 

On the other hand, I find that gentlemen on the 
Republican side, who, in the first instance, voted 
for Mr. Smirn, now, on learning the fact that he 
is not a Know Nothing, have made that a pre- 
text for withdrawing their votes from him. They 
have done this, for the openly avowed reason that 
he is an old- line conservative Whig, without any 
Know Nothing taint. 

Under these circumstances, I shall vote for Mr. 


whom Democrats have voted. 
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Sairn; and for the additional reason that it will 
bring about, as I believe, and as | am informed 
by the condition of the ballot now, an organi- 
zation of this House. In no other contingency 
would | give my vote to a gentleman not belong- 
ing to my own party. I believe, in doing this, 
that I am dot ing justice to the national men who 
sent me here, and to the oath I e Xpect to take to 
support the Constituuon. Asa member of this 
coordinate branch of the Government, upon which 
the Constitution itself reposes for its execution, 
and which ts utterly disorganized, | believe “that 
I will do my highest duty, if, by my vote, | can 
bring about its organization by the election ef an 
old-line Whig, who, here in my 
now look at him, qsavows the 
organization. With this view, 

understand, with nearly 
tleman from the West. — 


yresence, as l 
Know Nothing 
I am acting, as | 

every Democratic gen- 
Lagree with almost every 
Democrat on the floor. | ask the privilege of 
changing my vote from Mr. Bocock, for whom | 
have voted persistently all along, to Witiiam N. 
Hi. Smiru, of North Carolina. [Applause from 
the Democratic side and from the galleries. } 

The position of the northwestern Democrats is 
well known. We went into a caucus of the Dem- 
ocratic party resolved to stand by its organization 
and its nomince to the end. We voted all the time 
for Mr. Bocock, until his name was W ithdrawn 
ina speech which he made here. We supported 
Mr. Joun G. Davis, of the Northwe st, who was, 
perhaps, in closer relationship to us thaneven the 
gentleman from Virginia. We have voted also 
for the distinguished gentleman from Virginia, 
{Mr. Micison. | We have been all over the 
House to get a true conservative man; notwith- 
standing he may have differed from us in some 
particulars of his politics. After seven weeks of 
exhausting labor, of constant vigilance, of press- 
ing emergency in the country, we have come to- 

rether now, at this juncture, and reached that 
point when the « lection of a Speaker is possible. 
And I could not answer to my constituents, I 
could not answer to that senst of duty from which 
I always act, unless [ came up here now and con- 
tributed my part to an organization based upon 
national conservative principles. 

I am aware, sir, that it has been said here by 
gentlemen that southern men have not the same 
opinions on the subject of slavery that northern 
and northwestern Democrats have. | learn, how- 
ever, that th »ventleman who ran against, and was 
beaten by, Mr. Smiru, of North Carolina, uttered, 
sentiments in favor of a slave code, which have 
no more affiliation with my views upon that sub- 
ject than the wiews of some of the gentlemen for 
[have been reluct- 
ant togo South to vote for any man who bx onal 
to the Know Nothing organization. That was 
well known. It was known that no such man 
could be elected. Hence, Mr. Smirn is presented, 
because he is not sucha man. I will vote for him, 
is imbued with national and Union 
sentiments; so that, when he takes that chair, he 
will do his whole duty to the country. I come 
from a State which, although Republican, as rep- 
resented on this floor, has in its heart—at its cap- 
ital district, which I represent—a true Union feel- 
ing that the men of that State will not willingly 
letdie. I pay homage to that feeling in my present 
vote. ‘ 

Mr. HILL. I wish to ask the gentleman 
whether in his present action, he is influenced by 
recent occurrences here—the withdrawal of cer- 
tain votes from Mr. Smiru on the 
the House, I believe because he is not an Amer- 
ican? | nna not known myself that the Ameri- 
can party or the Whig party was particularly in 
the et i of the it side - of the House at this time, 
I merely direct the gentleman’s attention to the 
matter to know if that circumstancé has in any 
degree influenced his vote. 

Mr. COX. From what transpired on the Re- 
publican side of the House, | saw gentleman whe 
voted for Mr. Smitru, of North Carolina, with- 
draw their votes, putting it upon the direct and 
express rround that he was nota Know Nothing. 
That they withdrew their votes, Whether in good 

faith or not, I regarded as confirmatory of the 
truth stated by the gentleman from North Caro- 
lina himself, that he had no connection whatever 
with that order. Gentlemen on the 


because li 


other side of 


other side 
have declared that Mr. Smirn was not acceptable 
to them because he was not an American. I say 
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that he is acceptable to the national men upon this 
side of the House because he is a menber of the 
old Whig party. That party, as I learn from 
their platform, ‘ever stood side by side w ith the 
Democratic party upon the great questions con- 
nected with the slavery agitation. They 
upon the compromises of 1850; compromises sus- 
tained by the Democratic party; compromises, 
sir, Which if carnmed out in the spirit in which 
they were enacted would bring about that concord 
and comity between the States which is so much 
desired in the present distraction of our pubhe 
counsels, 

Mr. GARNETT. 1 wouldask the centleman 
from Ohio what he supposes that gentlemen upon 
the other side think now of the Helper book; 
what ef the poliey y of the Democratic party in 
bringing it before ‘this House; and what of the 
present condition of the House generally Laugh- 
ter. 


stood 


r. COX. I have not, in the remarks | have 
made hitherto, indulged in any crimination or re- 
crimination as to that Helper book. I regarde. 
that matterin this heht solely: My colleagwue, the 
Republican candidate for Speak: r, recon nde d 
the circulation of the compendium, not so much, 
Pp rhaps, that he believed in all of the infamous 
doctrines contained tn it, as from a sort of polit- 
ical and partisan recklessness, of which, by this 
particular time, | suppose he has repented. {have 
never uttered a word of disrespect toward my dis- 
tinguished colleague. It is not necessary that I 
now should speak to that point, in explanation of 
my vote. Gentlemen know the positions | have 
taken, and that I can, with consistence y, Sustain 
an old-line Whig, who is not tainted with Know 
Nothingism, and above all to defeat a Republicah. 
I can give him that support which | have received 
from men of the same politics. | am done. I 
vote for Mr. Smitu. of North Carolina. 

Mr. NIXON. I desire to change my vote from 
Mr. Smitru, of North Carolina, to Mr. Pennine- 
ton, of New Jorsew 

Mr. KEITT. I now claim the floor. 

Mr. KILGORE. And | object to the gentle- 
man yielding it further. 

Mr. KEITT. Then I will go on. 

Mr. Clerk, | accept the explanation of my col- 
league, [Mr. Mices.] I was proceeding to say, 
sir, that the present posture of affairs before the 
House is most striking. The wonth man frem 
North Carolina |Mr. Smrru) had a majority of 
the votes of the House, and if some of those who 
had given their votes him had not changed, 
he would now be de ao d Speaker. 
how matters stood a moment ago, and how they 
stand now. A moment ago, Mr. Smiru had a 
majority ef the votes of the House; now he ts in 
a minority. Who withdrew their votes, and 
why? Let us inspect it. 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Clerk—— 

Mr. KEITT. If you want to ask a question I 
will yield to you. 

Mr. DUNN. I want to make a point of order. 

Mr. KEITT. I am discussing a point of order 
new. 

Mr. DUNN 
erder. 

Mr. KEITT. 
through. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Divide the time with him. 

Mr. KEITT, [to Mr. Dunn.] Well, you can 
take an hour, and then I will take an hour. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr. DUNN. My point of order is this: that 
the se rentlemen are purposely delaying the dec- 
laration of this vote that they 


Let us see 


I want to discuss my point of 


That you cannot do ulll get 


y may have time to 
manipulate the tender-footed “Democrat s on the 
other side. [Laughter.] 

Mr. KEITT. Now that is just the point that 
I am coming to, for & may cut both ways. 

At the beginning of the session, it was clear 
that no party hada majority. lt was necessary, 
therefore, in order to organize the House, that 
there should be a combmation between seme of 
. parties. The Republican party soon drew to 
itself a few of those who seenite d themsel vé 
as anti-Lecompton Democrats, but they still re 
mained in a minority; and, it was cle ar, had 
exhausted all their resourees. If those who wer 
opposed to the Republican party could be umt d, 
it was apparent te every one, the y could organize 
the House at any moment. This is a fair state- 
ment. Now, let us see the progress of even! 


ete ; 
Be 
‘ 
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In order to rally together all the elements of op- 
position to the Re publican party, the strong anti- 
slavery, I may say abolition, character of that 
party was exposed. A portion of those who had 
voted for Mr. SurrMan, the candidate of the Re- 
publican party, denied the accusation, so far as it 
applied to them, and declared that they were not 
acting with it from any affiliation wh its anti- 
slavery sentiments. Ina word, they declared that 
they were membe rs of the People’ Ss party ,and had 
no connection with anti-slavery organizations. To 
show their elevation above anti-slavery miasma, 
to illustrate their magnanimous and superb con- 


servatism, they even voted for Mr. Gitmer, of 


North Carolina; and touchingly and tende rly , and 
1 may add pathetically, entreated us on this side 
of the House to vote ourselves for the rentleman 
from North Carolina, Gitmer.] So fervid 
seemed to be their advocacy and so consuming 
their zeal, that they even, out of abundant cau- 
tion, assured us that Mr. Gitmer had eighty-six 
negroes, and was the largest slaveholder in Con- 
gress. ‘They not only made an inventory of Mr. 
GILMER’s nerro property, but it seems they ven 
pushed their inguiries into the amount of like 
property own d by the other southern gentlemen 
on this floor. It was answered that, if the Dem- 
ocratic party should go over to the sup portof Mr. 

Gatmer, those who had been voting for Mr. Suer- 
MAN, and whose votes had been given to Mr. Gi- 
MER, running his vote upto thirty-six, would with- 
draw from Mr. Gitmer, and thus leave him out 
of the reach of an election. This charge excited 
the most lively sensibility among some of the dis- 
interested patriots who were affected by it. 

Mr. MePEHLERSON. I know that the rentle- 
man from South Carolina does not mean to do 
Injustice, 

“Mr. KEITT. Not at all. 

Mr. McPHERSON, His remark, that the very 
genUemen who voted for Mr. Gitmer voted for 
Mr. Smiru to-day and then deserted him, is not 
correct, : - 

Mr. KEITT. A portion of them. 

Mr. McPHERSON. His remark was general 
and sweeping. 

Mr. KEITT. Then I will apply it only to the 
men who to-day voted for Mr. Smirn, and then 
abandoned him. 

Mr. RUST. The gentleman from South Caro- 
lina will allow me to call his attention to the fact 
that when the gentleman from North Carolina 
{Mr. Gistmer] received thirteen. votes from the 
other side of the House, I declared that 1 would 
not, under any circumstances, vote for Mr. Git- 
mer; and I went further, and said that I believed 
their only object wi as a fraudulent and false one 
{Cries of **Order!’’] I believe that those men on 
the other side who to-day voted for Mr. Suiru, 
and then abandoned him, have been guilty of false- 
hood, fraud, and hypocrisy. {Renewed cries of 
** Order!” **Order!’’) Lexclude from this remark 
Mr. Mitiwarp, of Pennsylvania, whe has not 
changed his vote. I charged it upon them then, 
and it was indignantly denied; and I call the at- 
tention of the House and the country to the fact, 
that the very gentlemen who made that dental 
have to-day been cuilty of the very thing of which 
I accused the *m. 

Mr. McPHERSON. I am not the apologist 
for any gentlemen in this House; and since the 
first informal ballot, | have never voted for any 
one but Mr. SHerman, of Ohio. Hence the re- 
marks made had no application to me. But it 
occurred to me that the gentleman from South 
Carolina, in the excitement of the moment, was 





including in his remarks certain parties who ought 


not to be included. 

1 wish to say this to the gentleman from Arkan- 
sas, [Mr. Rust,]} that,as I understand it, the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Smirx,] who 
has to-day received the votes of the Democratic 
side of the House, and the gentleman from North 


Carolina, [Mr.Gitmer,] who, two or three weeks | 
since, received the votes of certain gentlemen upon | 
this wide of the House, stand upon esse nti lly dif- 


fer ns as proved by the deve ‘lopme nts 
made during the vote to-day. 

Mr. RUST. They had ample time to find out 
what platform Mr. Smiru stood upon. 

Mr. HALE. I am one of the gentlenftn who 
voted for Mr. GitmMER twice. 

Mr. RUST. I refer only to those gentlemen 
whodenied my allegation in respect to their votes 


for Mr. Gitmer, and have to-day done the very 
thine which I then charged that they would have 
done if Mr. Gitmer could have been elected. 

Mr. HALE. But the gentleman from Arkan- 
sas stated that the men who voted for Mr. Gi:tMeR 
voted for him falsely and fraudulently. 

Mr. RUST. No, 1 did not. 

Mr. HALE. Enough said, then, upon that 
point. Now, I want to call attention to another 
fact. When the question was discussed whether 
gentlemen upon thi is side voted for Mr. Gitmer 
with the intention to elect him, gentlemen oppo- 
site stated that, if they had voted for Mr. Girmer, 
and had afterwards found Republicans voting for 
him,they would have changed their votes, because 
they would have suspected «something wrong. 
Now, when gentlemen upon this side, who had 
voted for Mr. Smiru, found ultra, disunion Dem- 
ocrats voting for him, they had a right to suspect 
something wrong. 

Mr. GROW. I rise to a question of order. I 
believe it has been the understanding, acquiesced 
in on all sides of the House, that when a centle- 
man has the floor, he cannot yield it to other gen- 
tlemen for colloquies. That is my only point, 
that these colloquies are out of order. 

The CLERK. It has been so held. 

Mr. KEITT. With a sincerity that was ab- 
solutely refreshing, and an earnestness that might 
well have been mistaken for solemnity, we were 
assured that they would ‘stick to the record.”’ 
Well, sir, some of them made a record to-day; 
and did they ‘* stick to it?’? Let the record an- 
swer. You declared you would stick with Git- 
mer; and I am too polite, gentlemen, to dispute 
your word; nay, | am even prepared to admit 
that if the members on this side of the House 
had not gone over to Mr. Smiru, and his election 
had therefore been impossible, you would have 
declared that in voting for him you intended to 
‘stick to the record.’’» You are saved this ne- 
cessity, gentlemen; and a wholesome lesson has 
been administered to you, namely, to doubt your 
own firmness. We have been taucht somet! ing, 
too, namely, not to attach any importance to your 
professions; but to recognize you only by the fli ig 
that waves over you—the flaz of the Black Re- 
publican party. The fiag of the Pi eople’s S party 
does not wave only over Pe ‘nnsylvania’ $s negro— 
i. e., protection to coal and iron; but it waves 
against the negro of the South. Ay,1 suspect its 
hostility to the southern negro is greater even than 
its zeal for the negro of Pennsylvania. If this is 


not so, how happens it that the *"y have changed | 


their v otes,and unelected (if [may use suchan un- | 


recognized but strong word) Mr. Smirn, after he 
had been elected by their votes? 


In withdrawing their votes from Mr. Smith, | 
some, if not all of them, I believe, gave them to | 


Mr. Corwin. 
Republican nominee, and voted for him uninter- 
ruptedly, and therefore it evinces no especial con- 
servatism, to use a word that the patriots now 
cateh up so eagerly, to vote for him. Asa man- 


He nominated Mr. Suermay, the || 
, i 


ifestation of this same conservatism, we have been | 


told that there is about to be a change of front on 


the part of the Republicans, and that Mr. Cor- | 


win or Mr. Pennineton will be taken up. To 
do so is to admit that the men who signed the 


recommendation of Helper’s Compend cannot | 


run the race. It is to admit that one of them can- 


not be the successful nominee of the party. Ido 


not object to your making this declaraticn. 


But let us look at the change of front for a mo- | 


ment. How can any one but a Republican vote 
for either Mr. Corwin or Mr. Penninctron? The 
former, I suppose, is out of the question. Now 


for the latter. He has voted all the time for | 
Mr. Suerman, the Republican nominee, and has | 


thereby declared that he sympathizes with the 
anti-slavery sentiment. In a word, by his vote 
he has deciared that he is closer to the Re publican 
arty than to any other in the country, and that 
t e prefers acting with it to acting w ith any of the 
party organizations now in the country. Who- 


ever votes for him, then, does the same, and must | 


go with the Re pyblicans. In fact, sir, I wish a 


|| ** show of hands;’’ I want positions to be defined 

| It is now Republicanism and anti- -Republicanism, 

and I want all who sympathize with the Repub- 

| licans to go to their camp and to remain there. | 
This is no time for evasions or subterfuges. 

One must be with the Republicans, oragainst them. 

The gentleman from North Carolinais nota Dem- 
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ograt, nor an Anse ‘rican; hei is simply sinh pure ly 
an old-line Whig; he isa representative of a party 
dead and buried. In voting for him, the Demo- 
crats have laidac haple t upon the grave ofthe old 
Whig party; in voting for bim, the Americans 
have Jaid a chaplet upon the grave of the old 
Whig party; in voting for him, those of us yho 
owe allegiance to no party have expressed our 
apprec iation of his character and worth, and have 
manifested our hostility to Republicanism. All 
parties must yield something, all the members 
must yield something, of thei ‘ir Strict opinions, if it 
be desirable to defeat the Re public an party in the 
organizi ation of the House. The Democrats have 
yielded something; the Americans have yielded 
something; those others of us have yielde d some- 
thing in giving our votes for Mr. Suirn, and it is 
to be e xpecte ‘d that we should yield something. 
Now, sir, any one who votes for a Republican, or 
for any one who has been supporting Mr. Surr- 
MAN, In preference to Mr. Smirn, declares that 
the Republican party is nearer to him than even 
an old-line Whig, and, in my judgment, must go 
on with the party he has supported. Orie word 
more, and I have done. 

The member from Iowa [Mr. Curtis] and the 
member from Ohio [Mr. Stanton] have been so 
unceasing in their protestations of a wish to or- 
ganize the House; have been e¢ rying so tenderly 
over the sufferings of the mail contractors, that 
they have, in default of getting the plurality rule, 
even affectionately sup plic ated that some ge ntle- 
man on this side of the Chamber should ste p out 
of the Hall for a mome nt, and allow a smaller 
number to elect. Why, sir y even their nominee, 
Mr. SHERMAN, Was so anxious for an organiza- 
tion that he scrupulously abstained from voting 
ever since the first day of the session; [am bound, 


of course, to believe, in order that the number of 


votes might be reduced, and a smaller majority, 
therefore, be nece ssary to e ‘ect. 'To-de ly; how- 
ever, this solicitude seems to have departed from 
him; for, for the first time since the second day 
of the session, has he voted in the election for 
Speaker, and that when the gentleman from North 
Carolina had a majority, I belie ve, of the votes 
cast. It was done, [ can only infer, to increase 
the number of votes cast, and there by the number 

necessary to an election. It would seem that the 
Lepublican party is not anxious to organize, ex- 
cept the organization be in their hands; and that 
the exigencies of the struggle are exciting the so- 
lic itude. of the nominee of that party. Mr. Clerk, 

I have only to add that mist and cloud are disap- 
pearing, and that the struggle Is now plainly show- 
ing itself to be between the Republican party and 
all who are opposed to it. In view of these con- 
servations, I decline to change my vote. 

Mr. B ARKSD: oer sought the floor. 

Mr. GROW. I obje ct to interruption. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. The gentleman has no 
right to object if I obtain the floor by consent of 
the gentleman from South Carolina. 

The CLERK. The Clerk begs leave to, state 
to the gentleman from Mississippi, that it he 1s been 
decided over and over again that interruptions 
were not in order if objected to. 

Mr. ‘BARKSDALE. I wish to say a few 
words. 

Mr. THEAKER. I obje ct. 

The CLERK. Objection being made, the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi cannot proceed. Whe n 
objections have been made from the gentleman’s 
own side, to gentlemen upon the other side holding 
the floor and farming it out, it was held that the 
party holding the floor could not assign it, objec- 
tion being made. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Gentlemen on the other 
side have no right to object when the gentleman 
from South Carolina consents to yield me the floor. 

The CLERK. When objections were mi ide 
upon the gentleman’s side of the House, they 
were recognized as being in order, and as being 

right and proper, and the Clerk will hold the gen- 

tleman to the same rule, objection being made to 
his interruption, that was applie sd to the other side 
of the House. 

Mr. HILL sought the floor. 

Mr.GROW. [I insist on the point of order. 

Mr. McK NIGHT sought the floor. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I object. 

Mr. McKNIGHT. I have been appealed to 
to answer why I did not vote for Governor Cor- 
wIn—— 
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i obj ect. 
Mr. BARKSDALE. 
tion. Lasked the gentleman from South Carolina 
to yield me the fk OF, and objection was made 


~ Me. GROW. 
I object to the interrup- 


from the other side of the House. I want the rule 
enforced upon all as it was enforced upon me. 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania who objected to the interruption of the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi, objected also to the in- 
terruption of his colleague from Pe nnsylvania, 

Mr. HILL. Cannot a member explain? 

Mr. GROW. ‘The point I make is this: A gen- 
tleman has a right to interrupt for personal ex- 
planation; if a gentleman upon the floor misstates 
the position of another gentleman, the rule gives 
that other gentleman the right to correct. Any 
other interruption, however, is against the rule, 
when it is objected to. Such interruptions have 
been objecte -d to from both sides of the House. The 
first time the objection was raised, the gentleman 
from Mississippi wil’ recollect that it was raised 
by the gentleman from Kentucky {Mr. Burnert] 
against the gentleman from Illinois, {Mr. Farns- 
WORTH. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Ido not obje et to inter- 
ruptions myse If; butif the rule is adopte ‘d,Iw ant 
that its application shall be general. 

Mr. GROW. |! objected to my colleagu: 

Mr. KEITT. I yield the floor, as it is the 
general wish that the vote should be declared. 
{Cries of ** Declare the vote !’’ from all sides. } 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I stated twice to- 
day, that whenever my vote could be effective in 
the election of the gentleman from North Carolina 
as Speaker, it should be given, and I gave it. 
The withdrawal from that gentleman under cir- 
cumstances which I will not now characterize, of 
votes which he received upon the Republican side 
of this Chamber, has changed the condition upon 
which that vote was given. But I take the respons- 
ibility now, and want that vole to stand. [Cries of 
‘That is right!’’ from Democratic benches. ] 

Mr. MARTIN, of Virginia. One word, Mr. 
Clerk, if you please. [Loud cries of ‘* Order!”’ 
and ‘* Object !”’ from both sides of the House. ] 

The CLERK. Gentlemen will please come to 
order. 

The result of the ballot was then announced. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I move that the House 
again proceed to vote viva voce for Speaker, and 
on that motion | demand the previous question. 

Mr. HICKMAN, (at five minutes after five 
o’clock, p.m.) I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

Messrs. SICKLES, BRANCH, 
demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and n¢ ays were ordered. 

Mr. STEVENS S, of Pennsylvania. I move that 
when the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on 
Monday next. 

A number of Democratic Members demanded 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The suestion was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 114, nays 111; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Adrain, Aldrich, 
Alley, Ashley, Babbitt, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Bray 
ton, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burnham, Burroughs, Butter 
field, Campbell, Carey, Carter, Case, Colfax. Conkling, Cor- 
win, Covode, Curtis, Hl. Winter Davis, Dawes, Delano, 
Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Farnsworth, 
Fenton, Ferry, Foster, Frank, French, Gooch, Graham, 
Grow, Gurley, Hale, Hall, Haskin, Helmick, Hickman, 
Hoard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, Junkin, Francis W. 
Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kenyon, Killinger, DeWitt C. 
Leach, Lee, Longnecker, Loomis, Lovejoy, Marston, Me 
Kean, McKnight, McPherson, Millward, Moorhead, Mor- 
rill, Edward Joy Morris, Morse, Nixon, Olin, Palmer, Pen 
nington, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Potter, Pottle, Rice, Chris- 
topher Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, Scranton, Sedgwick, 
Sherman, Somes, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, 
William Stewart, Tappan, Thayer, Theaker, Tompkins, 
rrain, Trimble, Vandever, Van Wyck, Verree, Wade, 
Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. 
Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, Wilson, Windom, 
Wood, and Woodruff—114. 

NAYS—Messrs. Green Adams, Allen, Thomas L. Ander 
son, William C. Anderson, Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, 
Barr, Barrett, Bocock, Bonham, Boteler, Bouligny, Boyce, 
Brabson, Branch, Briggs, Bristow, Burch, Burnett, Horace 
F. Clark, John B. Clark, Clemens, Clopton, C obb, John 
Cochrane, Cooper, James Craig, Burton Craige, Crawford, 
Curry, Davidson, John G. Davis, Reuben Davis, De Jar- 
nette, Dimmick, Edmundson, English, Etheridge, Florence, 
Fouke, G Garnett, Gartrell, Gilmer, Hamilton, Hardeman, J. 


Morrison Harris, John T. Harris, Hatton, Hawkins, Hill, 
Hindman, Holman, Houston, Howard, Hughes, Jackson, 


and others, 


Jones, Keitt, Kunkel, Langar, Landrum, Larrabee, James 


M. Leach, Leake, Logan, Love, Mallory, Charlies D. Mar- 


tin, Elbert 8. Martin, Maynard, McClernand, McQueen, | 
Miles, Millson, Montgomery, Laban T. Moore, Sydenham | 


Moore, Isaac N. Morris, Nelson, Niblack, Noell, Pendleton, 
Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, Pugh, Quarles, Reagan, James C. 
Robinson, Rutin, Rust, Scot, Sickles, Singleton, William 
Smith, William N. H. Smith, Stevenson, James A. Stew 
art, Stokes, Stout, Taylor, Thomas, Underwood, Vallan 
digham, Vance, Webster, Whiteley, Winslow, Woodson 
and Wright—lI11. 


So Mr. 


The question recurred on the motion that the 
House do now adjourn. 

Mr. CURTIS obtained the floor. 

Mr. STANTON. 
remark. 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. 
another ballot. 

Mr. CURTIS. I wish to say, Mr. Clerk, that 
our ranks are a little confused just at this time, 
[laughter;] and we are disposed to 
journment. It is now late 
to permit another vote at this time. So far as I 
am concerned, I shall resist it for the reason that 
we ought to have a little time to congult together. 

Mr. STANTON. Idesire tosugzest that there 
are two x ntlemen absent whose votes are desira- 

te when a Speaker is elected. Ido not know 
how they will vote; but we have no expectation 
of delaying a vote beyond twelve o’clock on Mon- 
day We shall come here then prepared to let the 
question be decided, let the result be what it may. 
but weare a little terrified at this moment, | laugh- 
ter,|] and want an opportunity for consultation. I 
take it for granted that gentlemen opposite W ill not 
attempt to foree a vote this evening, under th 
circumstances, 

Mr. JENKLNS. Before a vote is taken on the 
motion to adjourn, allow me to do justice toa 
gentleman to whom I unintentionally did a wrong 
During the exciting period of the day, when i 
raised a point of F f ord ron the gwentleman from 
New York, [Mr. Joun Cocurane,]} I was ap- 
proached by my frie nd, General Davis, of Mis- 
SISSIppl, } and in the excitement of the moment, and, 
indeed, hardly conscious who addressed me, | 
made an impatient and perhaps a rad posture, 
that hurt his feelings very much; although [may 
say here that I could not possibly have pained 
him more than I did mys¢ If, by doing him that 
wrong. I wish to make this public apology for 
having done so. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I would inquire of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio who are the absent gentlemen, 
se that we may accommodate this matter. 

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Srrarron and Mr. 
Rigas. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I understand the gentlemen 
on the other side to say that they do not intend to 
allow a vote to be taken to-night. [Cries from the 
Republican benches of ‘ That isit!’’] Then, I 
trust, our friends will withdraw the demand for 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I insist on the 
yeas and nays. 

“ Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to see if I under- 
stand the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Stanton. ] 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Clerk, I rise simply 
to—— 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mi ssissippl. I object to debate. 

‘he yeas and nays have been ordered on a mo- 

tion to adjourn; and | object to any re marks. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I do not intend to make 
any speech or remarks. I simply desire to give 
public notice that there will be a conference of 
those who have voted for me, at twelve 
to-morrow, in this Hall. 

| Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to ask a question, 
to see whether I understand the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Stanron,] and the gentleman from 

| lowa, [Mr. Curtis.] I desire to know if that 
side of the House has formed a determination to 

| resist another vote for Speaker to-night? If they 
say so, that ends the matter, and I shall be un- 
willing to remain here. If, however, they are 
willing to take another vote, we on this side would 
pre fer it: we are willing to do so. I desire to 
know whether lam to understand them as saying 
that they intend to resort to all parliamentary 
means iets purpose of delay, and of preventing 

us from coming toa vote? If they are, then ] 
shall be in favor of adjourning. 

Mr. STANTON. So far as I understand the 
| views of this side of the House, we do not intend 
that there shall be another vote taken to-night, and 
| are ready to assume the re sponsibility of prevent- 
ing it. {Cries of **Good!’’ ** Good !”’ from the 


Republican benches. } 


STEVENS’s motion was agreed to. 


I wish to make a simple 


i wish to have 


insist on an ad- 
; and we are not going 


, b 
oO clock 
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Mr. CLE MENS 


I desire to say a single word 


to the gentleman from Mississipp!, |Mr. Davis.} 


I desire to make an appeal to him. [Cries of 
** Order!”’ ** Order !’’) have been her 
twelve o’clock to-day. I am not capable of sus- 
taining a protract d ‘contest. | Renews d cries of 
‘Order! 

Mr. BURNETT. How does the gentleman 
from Virginia get the floor when the yeas and 
nays have been ordered on a motion to adjourn? 

Mr. CLEMENS. I rise for the purpose of 
making a personal explanation. [Shouts of ** Or- 
der !”’ from the Democratic benches. ] 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Virginia 
stated that he rose to make an appeal to the gen- 
tleman from Mussissippi, 

Mr. BURNETT. 1 do not understand that 
such appeals are in order. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I have a richt, as a matter 
of privile vc, to make a personal ¢ Xplanation. 

The CLERK. Pending a motion to adjourn, 
no remarks are inorder, except by the unanimous 
consent of the House. 

Mr. CLEMENS. Well, then, I hope there will 
{| Loud erie s of ** Object ''") Then 
I must be allowed to say this: thatif any tactious 
proceedings are to be resorted to on this side of 
the House, they must be carried out en my 
consent or aid, (Rem wed cries of **Order!""} 1 
gave notice in the early part of the session I 
would remain here until I was physically dis- 
abled; [vociferous shouts of ** Order !’"| and that, 
when | was physically unable to remain, | would 
leave the Hall, whether I was paired or not, 
{Tremendous shouts of ** Order!’’] [T now re- 
iterate that statement. [Renewed shouts of * Or- 
der!’’ and much confusion. } 

Mr. REAGAN, Leallon the Sergeant-at-Arms 
to seat the gentleman from Virginia, if he will not 
come to order. 

The CLERK. The Clerk hopes the gentleman 
from Virginia will not insist on speaking when 
objection is made. 

Mr. CLEMENS. Iam not persisting. Iam 
only maintaining my own personal consistency, 
and appealing to my own party friends not to 
demand of me a sacrifice which I am not able to 
make 1 hope sont the order for the yeas and 
nays on the motion to adjourn will be unani- 
mously withdrawn, and that, by common 
sent, that courtesy will be extended to the oppo- 
site side of th Llous , Which has never been re- 
fused by them to rentiomen on this side, when 
prop rly applied for. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. As it is under- 
stood that gentlemen opposite place themselves 
on record as assuming the responsibility of pre- 
venting another vote, | will not insist on the yeas 
and nays. 


since 


he noob yection, 


con- 


The question was then taken on Mr. Hick- 
MAN’S motion, and it was agreed to; and there- 
upon (at a quarter to six o’clock p.m.) the House 


adjourned until Monday next. 


: IN SENATE 
Monpay, January 30, 1860 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Gurvey. 

The Journal of Thursday last was read and 
approved. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Fitrzpar- 
nick in the chair) laid before the Senate a message 
of the President of the United States, transmitting 
a report of the Secretary of War, with ace ompa- 
nying papers, in answer to the resolution of the 
Senate of the 9th instant, requesting the President 
to communicate to the Senate the official corre- 
spondence Of Lieutenant General Winfield Scott 
in reference to the Island of San Juan, and of 
“a r General William 8S. Harney, in com- 


mand of the de — nt of Oregon; which, on 
motion ar Mr. Cuiay, was ordered lie on the 
table. 


He also laid before the Senate a letter of the 
Second Auditor of the Treasury, communicating 
copies of accounts of persons charged with the dis 
bursement or application of moneys, goods, or 
effects, for the benefit of the Indians, di uring the 
year ending June 30, 1859, together with a list of 
the names of the persons to whom goods, money, 
or effects, have been delivered during that period; 

| which, on motion of Mr. Hunter, was ordered 
to lie on the table. 
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clerk of the Court of Claims, returning, in compli- 

ance with a resolution of the Senate of the 18th 

instant, the papers in the case of Gaetano Carusi; 

which were referred to the Committee on Claims. 
PETITIONS. 

Mr. COLLAMER present d the petition of 
John H. Reily, administrator of Major William 
Reily, deceased, praying the allowances of half pay 
asa captain in the Maryland line during the war of 
the Revolution; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. KING present d the petition of Nicholas 
Underhill, a soldicr of the war of 1812, praying 
for a pension; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

Mr. TEN EYCK presented additional papers in 
support of the claimggf W. Brenton Boggs; which 
were referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. DURKEE presented three memorials of 
citizens of Milwaukie, Wisconsin, praying the 
construction of a harbor of refuge at the mouth 
of Grand River, on Lake Michigan; which were 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CH ANDLER prese nted the pe tition of 
Jane W. Brent, widow of Thomas Lee Brent, 
late a captain and assistant quartermaster in the 
Army, praying to be allowed a pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented a memorial of citizens of 
Michiean, praying that steamers may be stationed 


on the Lakes for the protection of the revenue, | 


and the rehef of merchant vessels in distress; 
which was referred-to the Committee on Com- 
merce, 

Mr. JOLINSON, of Tennessee, presented the 
petition of Fernando Wood, Mayor of the « ity of 
New York,and others, praying Congress to pass 
a law to prevent all further traffic in and monop- 
oly of the public lands of the United States, and 
that they be laid out in farms and lots of limited 
size for the free and exclusive use of actual set- 
thers: which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented additional pa- 
pers in support of the claim of John D. Colmesnil; 
which were referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, 
it was 

Ordered, That the petition of William R. West, alias 
Moonvy,a soldier in the war of 1812, praying to be allowed 
a pension, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 


On motion of Mr. POWELL, it was 


Ordered, That the resolutions of the Legislature ef Ken- 
tucky, respecting pensions to soldiers of the Revolution, 
and of the war of 1812, on the files of the Senate, be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Thomas O'Sullivan, pray 
ing to be allowed a pension, on the files of the Senate, be 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


On motion of Mr. SLIDELL, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of James Johnson, praying the confirmatien of 
their title to certain land, on the files of the Senate, be 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


On motion of Mr. SLIDELL, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of the city of New Orleans, 
praying the confirmation of its title to one half of certain 
lands, bequeathed to that city and the city of Baltimore by 
John McDonough, on the files of the Senate, be referred to 
the Committee on Private Land Claims. ‘ 


On motion of Mr. SLIDELL, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Joseph Reynes, praying the 
confirmation of his tithe to certain lands in the State of 
Louisiana, claimed under a Spanish grant, and to be indem- 
nified for such lands, embraced in his claim, as may have 
been sold by the United States as public land, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Cle ims. 


On motion of Mr, SLIDELL, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of the heirs and representa- 
tives of Christoval and Miguel De Armas, praying the con- 
firmation of certain land titles, on the files of the Senate, 
be referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. . 

Mr, THOMSON, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the petition of Eliza 
J. Van Deventer, widow of the late Major E. Van 
Deventer, praying Congress to aces for back 
pension due her late husband, while holding a 


commission in the army, submitted an adverse || 


report; which was ordered to be printed, 
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He also laid before the Senate a letter of the || 


He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Nathaniel Rye, a 
soldier in the war of 1812, praying to be allowed 
a pension, submitted an adverse report; which 
was ordered to be printed 

He, also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Joseph Kerwin, an in- 
mate of the Soldier’s Home, who was wounded 
in the Mexican war, praying an increase of pen- 
sion, submitted an adverse report; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of John 8S. Livermore, 
a soldier of the war of 1812, praying that the pay 
of invalid pensioners may commence from the 
date of their disaBility, submitted an adverse re- 
port, which was ordered to be printed; and asked 
to be discharged from the further consideration of 
the subject, which was agreed to. 

Mr. POWELL, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the petition of Mary 
Walback, widow of the late Brevet Brigadier Gen- 
eral J. B. Walback, praying to be allowed a pen- 
sion, reported adversely, and asked to be dis- 
charged from its further consideration; which was 
agreed to. 

He also, from the samt committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Mrs. A. E. Childs, 
widow of Brigadier General Thomas Childs, of 
the Army, praying for a pension, submitted a re- 
port, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 108) for the 
relief of Mrs. A. E. Childs. The bill was read, 
and passed to a second reading; and the report 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. IVERSON, from the Committee on Claims, 
to whom was referred the petition of A. W. Mc- 
Pherson, praying to be paid for fitting up and 
furnishing rooms for the United States district 
court at San Francisco, reported a bill (S. No. 110) 
for the relicf of A. W. McPherson; which was 
read, and passed to a second reading. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of John Hastings, pray- 
ing to be credited with an amount of public money 
which was stolen while under his charge as sur- 


| veyor and collector of customs, at Pittsburg, 


Pennsylvania, reported a bill (S. No. 109) for the 
relief of John Hastings, collector of the port of 
Pittsburg; which was read, and passed to a sec- 
ond reading. 


Mr. FOOT, frem the Committee on Claims, to | 


whom was referred the memorial of Aaron Haight 
Palmer, praying compensation for services in col- 
lecting valuable information and statistics in re- 
lation te the geography, production, resources, 
trade, commerce, &c., of the independent Orien- 
tal nations, submitted a report, accompanied by 
a bill (S. No. 111) for the relief of Aaron H 
Palmer. The bill was read, and passed to a sec- 
ond reading; and the report was ordered to be 
printed, 


> 
Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Military || 
Affairs and Militia, to whom was referred the | 


bill (S. No. 61) for the better organization of the 

Army, reported it without amendment; and sub- 

mitted a report, which was ordered to be printed. 
COMMITTEE ON CLAIMS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT appointed Mr, Hemp- 

mitt and Mr. Wivkinson the additional members 

of the Committee on Claims, authorized by the 


resolution of the Senate which was adopted on || of the government of the State of Iowa during the 


Thursday the 26th instant. 
PROPERTY IN TERRITORIES, 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
following resolutions, submitted by Mr, Brown 
on the 18th instant: 


Resolved, That the Territories are the common property 
of all the States ; and that it is the privilege of the citizens 
of all the States to go into the Territories with every kind 
or description of property recognized by the Constitution 


| of the United States, and held under the laws of any of the 


States; and that it is the constitutional duty of the law- 
making power, whereyer lodged, or by whomsoever excr- 
cised, whether by the Congress or the ‘Territorial Legisla- 
ture, to enact such laws as may be found necessary for the 
adequate and sufficient protection of such property. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be instructed 
to insert, in any bill they may report for the Organization 
of new Territories, a clause declaring it to be the duty of 
the Territorial Legislature to enact adequate and sufficient 
laws for the protection of all kinds of property, as above 
deseriged, within the limits of the Territory; and that, 
upon its failure or refusal to do so, it is the admitted duty 
of Congress to interfere and pass such laws, 


Mr, GRIMES, With the permission ef the 
Senator from Tennessee, who is entitled to the 
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| floor, L ask the indulgence of the Senate fora few 
mmutes, while I correct a statement contained in 
the speech of the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. 

Toomss,} delivered here last Tuesday. I was 

elsewhere engaged that day, and did not listen to 

the remarks of the Senator; and was not aware, 
_ until I read his speech in last Saturday’s Globe, 

that he had seen fit to arraign the State which I 

have the honor, in part, to represent on this floor, 

for having passed laws which he was pleased to 
| . . . - . 
| denominate as in contravention of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, and violative of the rights 
of sister States. ‘That Senater said: 

“Mr. President, I hold in my hand copies and abstracts 
of laws and resolutions of nine States of this Union, all 
| of which have been adopted with the direct intent to abro- 
| gate and annul this plain provision of the Constitution. 
| ‘hese laws were passed by the Abolitionists, now called 

the Republican party of the United States. ‘They are all 

plain, direct, undeniable violations of the oaths which the 
men who passed them took to support the Constitution of 
| the United States. All of them display the scienter, the 
corrupt Knowledge of those who passed them, of the crimes 
they were committing. Their very efforts to hide, to con- 
ceal their purpose, demonstrate their criminal intent.” 


Surely, Mr. President, these are very severe 
| charges; and he who utters them ought to be con- 
fident that the persons to whom he seeks to apply 
them are justly entitled to receive that application. 
| He then went on to say: 


* Their objects are sometimes sought to be accomplished 
| by resolutions proclaiming a ‘higher law’ as the guide to 
| pliant judicial interpretation. In other cases they are sought 
to be accomplished by Aabeas corpus acts, by writs of man- 
damus, intended to transfer cases from the judgment of hon- 
est men to the decisions of Republicans; but the bolder 
criminals have squarcly met the question, and annulled the 
Constitution by means of whatare called personal liberty 
acts. Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, Connecticut, Michigan, Wisconsin, and 
lowa, have all sought to accomplish these results, in the 
| one or the other of the modes which I have described.’? 


| 


The Senator sets out with the declaration that 

| he has abstracts and statements of the laws from 

nine States, and enumerates as those nine States 

the six New England States and the three new 

western States of Michigan, Wisconsin, and Iowa. 

| It is true that the Senator, in another place, seems 

| to contradict his own statement in this regard; for 

in the colloquy which he carried on with the Sen- 

| ator from Connecticut [Mr. Foster] in regard to 

| the local law of that State, he stated, speaking of 
that law: 


i} : : : 
| **Many acts of your co-conspirators exceed it in bold- 


ness ; none in meanness and iniamy. I have already de- 
scribed it, and leave it to you to detend. It does furtively 
| and clandestinely what the New York bill did openly. It 
does~not require of its supporters to gulp down wholesale 
| perjury, like the New York bill, but it did require them to 
| do the same thing in a more indirect manner. I have not 
the Wisconsin and [owa laws before me. I am informed 
they are of the same character, purpose, and intent.’’ 
The same character and purpose and intent of 
| the law of Connecticut, he means. Then again, 
| further on, the Senator says: 


* Now, sir, I have shown you what has been done on 
this question by these nine States.”’ 

The nine States enumerated before—the six 
New England States and the States of Michigan, 
| Wisconsin and lowa, Again he states: 
| Whenever the Republicans have had power, notwith- 
| standing their sacred oaths to maintain the Constitution, 
| they have proved false to it, and have perpetrated these 
| erimes.”’ 

i 

| Now, Mr. President, it is true, in point of fact, 
that the Republican party have been in possession 
{ 


| last five years and upwards. They have had the 
| unlimited control of the goverment of that State 
in every one of its departments. They have had 
+a succession of Governors of that political party. 
| They have had all the judicial tribunals, with 
very few exceptions; and all the judges of the 
| supreme court have belonged to that party, Their 
| majorities in the House of Representatives and in 
| the Senate of the State have been predominating, 
almost two to one, during four successive Legis- 
| lative Assemblies, But it is not true, in point of 
| fact, that the Gencral Asscmbly of that State has 
| ever passed any law in violation of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, in regard to the fugitive 
slave law, or in regard to any other act of Con- 
| gress. No law has been passed by that State, 
cither since it has been under the domination of 
| the Republican party or before it came under their 
| control, that contravenes in the remotest degrce 
| any of the rights of any@ the sister States, or 
| interferes in the remotest degree with the relation 
| of master and slave, or master and servant. 


j 
| 
| 
| 
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— 
Sir, I have not risen for the purpose of making || taining w he ther the re is a conflict between them 


this explanation because I am disposed to con- 
demn or censure or approve ine acts of this kind 
that have been passed by other State s. I have 
no judgment to pronounce upon that subject. 1 
have no criticism to make on that species of legis- 
lation. It is neo part of my business, as I under- 
stand it, to sit here and arraign the action of sov- 

ereign States of this Union in regard to their local 
laws, whether they may be as objectionable as 
are the laws of F onsbeiaing , and South Carolina to 
Senators like the Senator from Massachusetts, or 
whether they are as objection ible as are the laws 
of Massac ee ‘tts and Connecticut to the Senator 
from Georgia, and others who act and feel with 
him. ‘That is not my business. But lam not 
disposed to let the State of my adoption, where | 
have the happiness to reside and which I have the 
honor here to represent, have either the glory 
or the discredit—whichever way they may be re- 
garded by Senators—of passing any law on this 
floor which she did not pass. Whenever she shall 
see fit to pass a law of this kind, or of any other 
kind, I, as a citizen of that State, willexpress my 
opinion in approbation or in disapprobation of it, 
as my judgment at that time shall dictate. * 

Nor do [| allude to this subject at this time, Mr. 
President, for the purpose of relic ving myself, my 
State, or any ef the people whom I represe nt, 
from any of the epithets which were so abund- 
antly poured out upon them by the Senator from 
Georgia. If there are any people in my State 
who will be disturbed by them, it will not be the 
men with whom [ act, but those who profess a 
sympathy and affinity for the politic al party w ith 
which the Senator from Georgia associates. So 
far as the Republicans are concerned, I can vouch 
for them that they will never be won or intimi- 
dated by adjectives, no matter how boisterously, 
or how numerously, or how harshly they may 
be applied. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Mr. President, the Senator 
from Iowa has read fram my speech a sufficient 
answer to his own remarks on this subject. I did 
hold in my hand, when I spoke, the abstracts of 
the laws of nine States, and read them all, exce pt 
in the case of Ohio, where the laws were repealed, 
but are proposed to be reinstated, The act Pon 
pesed in New York, | read and commented on 
very much at large. The report was inartificial; 
and I e eooaly stated in that connection that I 
had not the laws of Iowa or Wisconsin before 
me, for the re ason, which does not appear in the 
report, (which is very good, but not entirely full,) 
that in the Library their laws were not to be cs 
for the last two or three years, but | understood 
them to be of the same characte rand import with 
those of the nine States which I presente d to the 
Senate. I referred to “io action of nine States, 
either by the titles of the acts or a statement of 
what had been done, including the six New Eng- 
land States, and the States of Michigan, Ohio, 
and Wisconsin; and I understand two other States 
have done the same thing. I am glad to hear 
they have not. I hope the Senator may be right. 
As to the rest of his remarks, what I have said 
is said; it remains. 

Mr. WILKINSON. I do not wish to inter- 
rupt the debate, but I should like, if itisin order, 
to offer an amendment to these resolutions, and 
ask that it be printed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER 
rick in the chair.) 
with the assent of the Senator from Tennessee, 
who is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. NICHOLSON. I have no objection. 

Mr. WILKINSON. I present this amend- 
ment: to strike out all after the word ** Resolved, 
where it first occurs, and insert: 


(Mr. Firzpar- 


That the- Territories are the common property of the 
people of the United States ; that Congress has full power 
and authority to pass all laws necessary and proper tor the 
government of such Territories; and that, in the exercise 
of such power, it is the duty of Congress so to legislate in 
relation to slavery therein, that the interests of free labor 
may be encouraged and protected in such Territories. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be instructed 
to insert ih any bill that may be reported for the organiza- 
tion of new Territories, a clause, declaring that there shall 
be neither slavery or involuntary servitude in such Terri- 
tories, except in punishment for crime, whereof the party 
has been convicted. 


Mr. NICHOLSON. Mr. President, I propose 
to-day to e3 xamine the relations which ‘subsist be- 


tween the systems of labor that prevail in the two || 
sections of the country, for the purpose of ascer- | 


| see Legislatur 


It will not be in order unless | 


| that is irreconcilable 


and irrepressible. IL enter 
upon this discussion with an honest conviction 
that upon the d cision of this question the destiny 
of the Re} dk ye nds. The Leg islature of 
Tennessee has recently passed two resolutions 
on that subj Che which } will take this occasion to 
read before | proceed with my remarks. After 
naking quotations from the speeches of several 
prominent Republicans, they proceed to resolve, 


ae {; ] . e 
as TOLLOWS: 


publ ic 


> State of Ten 
‘cognize, in the recent outbreak at Har 
per’s Ferry, the natural truits of the treasonable ‘ irrepress 
ible-conflict? docwine, put forth by the great head of the 
Black Republican party, and echoed by his subordinates ; 
and that it becomes the imperative dttty of national men ot 
all parties throughout the Union, to announce to the world 
their sense of its intamy, and to unite in erushing out its 
authors as traitors to their country and as deadly enemies 
to the public peace, the rights of the States, and the preser 
vation of our republican institutions. 

* Resolved, That we record it as the sense of the’ 


66 Becelaat } a : . 
Resolve y the Gencral Assembly of 


nessee, That wer 


rennes 
e, that the declaration of Mr. Sewarp, that 
a respectable portion of the southern people, under the lead 
otsuch men as Cassius M. Clay and Francis P. Blair, will 
unite with the Kepublican party to prevent the 
extension of slavery, and will eventually ‘rise up against 
slavery’ as a libel upon the honor and loyalty of the south 
ern people, and will but serve to make them more wateclitul 
and exacting of their public servants in the national coun 
Clis. 

It will be observed that thes: 
expressed in language of much severity. When 
itis remembered that the State of Tenness« ce has 
been for many years regarded as among the most 
conservative of the southern members of the Con- 
federacy, the use of language of this kind is pe- 
culiarly significant of the present state of popular 
feeling in the South. The people of that State 
are deeply imbued with that ardent devotion to 
the Federal Union which illustrated the public 
life of their distinguished citizen, Andrew Jack- 
son. It is because they look upon * the irrepress- 
ible-conflict doctrine’’ as threatening the destruc- 
tion of the Union, that they characterize it as trea- 
sonable and infamous, and call upon conservative 
men of all parties ** to unite in crushing out its 
authors as traitors to their country and as deadly 
enemies to the public peace, the rights ‘of the 
States, and the preservation of our republican in- 
* This strong language expresses the 
a re ople who fully comprehend and 
appreciate the benefits of the Federal Union as it 
came from the hands of our fathers; and w Soi 
earnestly impresse ‘d with the convietion that its 
continued existence is endangered by the preva- 
lence in the North of the sectional doctrine which 
they denounce e with so much energy. 

Mr. President, I propose to continue this dis- 
cussion suk the view of exposing the ground- 
lessness of the assumption that there ts an irree- 
oncilable antagonism between the North and the 
South on the subject of labor; and with the fur- 
ther view of pointing out the real nature of the 
conflict which has produced 
painful alienation between the of the two 
sections, and which threatens their final and per- 
manent estrangement and separation. 

Of the existence of a feeling of ahenatic n in the 
South, approaching closely to actual hostility, no 
one can doubt who has given any attention to the 
recent indications of popper sentiment throug 
out that section of the Confederacy. The late oc- 
currences, which have engaged so much of the 
public mind, cannot be truthfully regarded as the 
causes of this unfortunate alienation. They have 
served to give strong development to a feeling 
which has its origin in the conviction that there 
exists in the North a prevailing sentiment of ha- 
tred of slavery, that is resolved to be satisfied 
with nothing shortof itsentire annihilation. With 
this conviction, already widely pervading the 


Black 


resolutions are 


stitutions. 


feelings of 


sectional already 


ye ople 


southern mind, it iseasy to comprehend the influ- | 
| ence which would be re adily exerted by the late 


treasonable and murderous invasion of a southern 
State, and especially by the evidences of popular 
sympathy for the fate of its author which were 
exhibited in many of the northern States. 
Of the public men of our country, no one has 
contributed so much to the conviction, which I 
have referred to as existing’ in the South, as the 
| Senator froin New York, (Mr. Sewarp.] His 

repeated declarations, made in the Senate and out 
| of it, during the last ten years, in which he has pro- 
| claimedan unc ompromis sing warfare upon slavery, 
| in connection with his acknowledged abilities and 
| his constantly growing poweras the admitted lead- 
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e a a great sectional organization, have made the 
impression on the people of the South that their 
constitutional rights are in imminent peril. = It 
is because of this prominence of that Senator in 
originating and prosecuting the organize d aggres 
sions upon the institutions of the South that the 
Legislature of my State hold him responsible as 
itschief author; and itis for the same reason that 
I propose to controvert the doctrine which under- 
les the organization through whose permanent 
ascendent y the Senator hope sto ack comphish his 
grand object of revolutionizing the domestic and 
social institutions of the South, | ry giving freedom 
to all the slaves. 

On the 3d of March. 1858, that Senator deliv- 
ered a speech in this body, in which he defined 
his position on the subject of free and slave labor 
with sufficient pur- 
p me, He 

‘Free labor bas at fast apprehended its rights, its inter 
ests, its power, and its destiny, and is organizing itself to 
assume the Government of the Republic. [twill henceforth 
meet you boldly and resolutely here ; it will meet you every 
where —in the Territories, and out of them—wherever you 
may go to extend slavery. It has driven you bac 
fornia and in Kansas; it will invade you 
Marvland, Virginia, Missouri, 
in Arizona, in Central 


distinctness for my 


present 
| 
said: 


kin Call 

soon in Dolaware, 
and Texas; it will meet you 
America, and even in Cuba, The 
invasion will be not merely harmless, but beneticent, if you 
vield seasonably to its just and moderated demands. It 
proved so in New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and the 
other slave States, which have already yielded in that way 
to its advances. You may, indeed, geta start under or nent 
the tropies, and scem safe for a time; but it wili be only a 
short time. Even there you will found States only for tree 
labor tomaintain and occupy. The interest of the white 
races demands the ultimate emancipation of all men. 
Whether that consummation shall be allowed to take effect 
with needful and wise precautions against sudden change 
and disaster, or be hurried on by violence, is all that remains 
for you to decide. For the failure of your system of slave 
labor throughout the Republic, the responsibility will reset, 
not on the agitations you condemn, or on the political par 


| ties you arraign, or even altogether on yourselves, but it 


will be due to the inherent error of the system itselr, and to 
the error which thrusts it forward to oppose and resist the 
destiny not more of the African than that of the white races 
The white man needs this continent to labor upou. His 
head is clear, his arm is strong, and his necessities are fixed 
He must and will have it. To secure it, he will oblige the 
Government of the United States togabandon intervention 
in favor of slave labor and slave States, and go backward 
forty years and resume the original policy of intervention 
in favor of free labor and free States.’’ 

The Senator from New York seems to have 
delivered this speech under a military inspiration, 
He personifies ‘* free labor’’ as an invader, and its 
advance is represente das an invasion. Slave 
is to be invaded in Delaware, Maryland, 
and eve ry where else on the continent that ut may 
be found. The invasion is to be harmless, and 
even beneficent, if the slaveholders — season- 
ably. ‘The invader is to accompli ** the ulfimate 
emancipation ef all men;’’ and “8 a question 
left to be decided is, whether this shall be 
summated with needful and wise precautions 
against sudden change and disaster, or be nur- 
RIED ON BY VIOLENCE. Whether any such rela- 
tion as cause and effect exists between ee 
tive invasion of Virginia by the Senator from Nx 
York and its actual invasion by . age Brown, t 
shall not undertake to decide. The remarkable 
coincidence between the figurative ne the actual 
invasion, however, has much of the appearance 
of prophecy and its fulfillment. In his declaration 
of war against slave labor, the Senator seems to 
assume that his army of invasion will comprise 
all who are free-labor men. In the southern States 
there is a million of free laboring men, who will 
indignantly repudiate his authority to enlist them 
in any suc h conflict. In the northern States, there 
is an army of more than a million and a quarter 
of brave free-labor men, who will spur the prop- 
osition to march under the Senator’s banner. fn 
whose name, then, and on whose authority, does 
he speak when he declares that ** free labor’? is 
‘* organizing itself to assume the Government of 
the Republic?’’ Not in the name of free labor in 
the South; not in that of the Constitution-loving 

free labor of the North; but in that of the Repub- 
lican organization; and, as to his authority to 

speak in that name, I make no question. [t is, 
the refore, the Republican party , speaking by th 
mouth of its gre ; leader, which proclaims a war 
of extermination againet slave labor, which ‘* de- 
mands the ultimate emancipation of all men,’’ 
and which presents the alternative of peac ful 

|| submission or violent enforcement. 

But,.Mr. President, the question now forees 
itself upon us, is there any such confli t between 
| the systems of -free labor and slave ‘labor, as 


| iboer 
Virginia, 


cone- 
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assumed by the Senator from New York; and, 
esper ially, 1s there such conflict as to justify the 
strong lancuage in which the demand for the anni- 
hilation of slave laboris put forward? The Senator 
says, “the interest of the white races demands the 
Again, he 
says, ** the white man needs this continent to labor 
on.’’ His head is clear, his arm is strong, and 
his necessities are fixed. He must and will hav 
t.”’ To my mind, this sounds more like the 
* stand-and-deliver ’’ argument of the highway- 
man, than the phudesophic reasoning of a national 
statesman. 


ultimate emancipation of all men.’ 


‘The Senator assumes that there is an “‘inherent 
error’? in the slave-labor system which must of 
necessity work out its final destruction. He has 
not enlightened us by specifying in what the 
‘‘error’’ consists, nor by what process he arrives 
at the conclusion that the permanence of the Sys- 
tem 1s impossible. In the absence of such en- 
lightenment, L proceed to controvert the assump- 
tion that there is any principle of antagonism 
between the two systems incompatible with their 
permanent harmonious existence in our Govern- 
ment. 

Without touching at present the question of 
morality as connected with slavery, | proceed to 
discuss the relations of the two systems of labor 
as questions of pure political economy. The 
leading products of free labor are entirely differ- 
ent from those of slave labor. If there can be no 
competition between the products of the two SyYs- 
tems, there can be no conflict or antagonism. The 
chiet product of slave labor is cotton, but the free 
labor of the North produc es no cotton, It pro- 
duces largely of manufactures for consumption 
and use in the southern Stat How canthere be 
conflict between cotton, the chief product of slave 
labor, and manufactures, the chief product of free 
labor? ‘The laws of nature have decreed that the 
products of southern soil and southern climate 
shall notcome into competition with those ofnorth- 
ern capital and enterprise. It 1s impossible, then, 
thatthe alleged conflictcanexist. On the contrary, 
the capital, skill, and enterprise of the North, aid- 
ed by the legislation of the Federal Government, 
have long since discovered and proved that the 
diversities in climate, soil, pursuits, and products 
of the two sections are capable of be ing made the 
means of mutual benefit. ‘The annual exchange 
of th product 3s of the labor of the two sections 
amounts to many million dollars. The four 
hundred thousand bales of cotton annually sent 
to the North in exe hang for her products are 
the fruits of slave labor. How would the inter- 
ests af the free laborers at the North be affected, 
cither for good or for evil, if all the slaves were 
emencipated and employed as free laborers in pro- 
ducing the same amount of cotton? As the fruit 
of slave labor it furnishes employment for thou- 
sands upon thousands of free laborers in the north- 
ern States, besides furnishing the southern people 
with the means of buying millions of dollars’ 
worth of products of northern free labor not con- 
nected with the cotton manufactures. What more 
could it do if this amount of cotton was the prod- 
uct of free white labor in the South? How pre- 
posterous, not to use a harsher term, is it for 
capitalists, who are enriched by exchanging the 
products of their free labor for those of slave 
labor, to join in the absurd crusade against the 
system of slave labor. How unreasonable in the 
free laborers themselves of the North, who obtain 
the means of subsistence from the fruits of slave 
labor, to be imposed upon by the assumption that 
there is an irreconcilable conflict between the 
northern aud southern systems of labor! Expe- 
rience has proved that the two systems are not 
only harmonious, but that they mutually benefit 
and sustain each other. " : 

I cannot refrain from adducing an authority, 
bearing on this subject, which no one who has any 
self-respect will fail to regard. George Washing- 
ton, after speaking of other considerations which 
ought to excite the love of the people for the Fed- 
eral Union, says, in his farewell address: 

* But these considerations, however powerfully they ad-*| 
dress themselves to your sensibility, are generally out- 
weighed by those which apply more immediately to your 
interest. Here every portion of our country finds the most 
commanding motives for carefully guarding and preserving 
the union of the whole. 

“The North, in an unrestrained intercourse with the 
South, protected by the equal laws of a common Govern- 
ment, finds, in the productions of the lagter, great additional 
resources of maritime and commercial enterprise, and pre 


cious materials of manufacturing industry. The South,in 
the same intercourse, benefiting by the agency of the North, 
sees its agriculture grow, and its commerce expanded.”’ 


General Washington saw nothing in the divers- 
iues of the peculiar interests and institutions of 
the several sections, growing out of difference of 
climate, productions, and pursuits, incompatibl 
with a harmonious union of the whole. On the 
contrary, he saw in these diversities of interest, if 
wisely directed, elements of national strength, and 
bonds of union that would give permanence and 
prosperity to the Confederation. It never occurred 
to him to illustrate his patriotism by counscling 
‘free labor’’ to * organize itself to assume the gov- 
ernment of the Republic;”’ to **invade’’ slave labor 
in the Territories, in Delaware, in Virginia, in Ma- 
ryland, in Cuba, under the tropics, and to demand its 
extermination on the whole continent—peaceably, 
if slave labor would seasonably submit, but by 
violence, if that should be necessary to enforce the 


fiat. Such an illustration of patriotism was re- 


served for the Republicanism of 1858. 

It will be remarked, Mr. President, that it is from 
no special sentiment of humanity or sympathy for 
the slave race that the organized Invasion is recom- 
mended. The Senator from New York embraces 
the whole of the white races within the range of 
his political philanthropy. ltis for their “‘interest”’ 
** that he demands the ultimate emancipation of all 
men.’’ In the name of the free laboring white men 
of the South, I protest against his pragmatical 
kindness. These men have clear heads and strong 
arms, fully comprehending their true interests and 
their rights, and possessing the manhood to main- 
tain them under all circumstances. ‘They consti- 
tute an overwhelming majority in the southern 
States. I adduce them as witnesses to testify 
against the assumption that slave labor is that de- 
grading and blighting system which must perish 
from inherent error. This host of witnesses pos- 
sess intelligence; they have had abundant oppor- 
tunities to judge of slavery in all its social, polit- 
ical, moral, and practical bearings. The y know 
how it affects their interests; and their united tes- 
timony is, that whenever that system is invaded, 
they feel that their own interest is assailed, and 
with all their strength and all their energies they 
will repel the assault. 

The relation which free labor bears to slave 
labor in the South furnishes a complete refutation 
of the idea that there is any antagonism between 
them. There is none of that jealousy and envy 
which spring up from the conflicts between cap- 
ital and labor in other countries. The controlling 
capital in the South is labor-capital—capital vested 
in labor; the interest of the man whose capital is 
vested in slave labor is identified with that of him 
whose labor is free. The latter has the constant 
guarantee that the controlling capital will exert its 
power for the benefit of labor. Slave labor is di- 
rected mainly to the production of the great south- 
ern staple. Free labor is directed to other pro- 
ductions useful or necessary to the slave-labor 
capitalists. If the interests of slave labor prosper, 
the interests of free labor prosper also. In this 
way harmony and coéperation are secured; and 
in this way both systems are contented with their 
condition, and both concur in resisting every at- 
tempt to disturb their relations. The result is a 
practical, conclusive refutation of the assumption 
that there is an inherent principle of antagonism 
between the two systems of labor. 

It is no uncommon thing, Mr. President, for 
partisan declaimers to draw disparaging compar- 


| isons between the North and the South, and to pro- 


claim the wonderful progress and prosperity of 
the former as the legitimate results of the superior- 


| ity of free over slave labor. No one doubts that 


free labor isthe true system for the northern States; 
no one denies the wonderful success of the ap- 
plication of that system, directed by the energy, 
skill, enterprise, and capital of northern men. The 
results are causes of pride and boast, in which 


| every true patriot, North and South, most cheer- 


fully sympathizes. Bat, whilst we concede that free 
labor is the true system for the North, we insist 
that the slave-labor system is the true one for the 
South. Why may we not be allowed to entertain 
this opinion ‘In peace? It is said that the slave- 
labor sysem has proved a failure at the South, be- 
cause our progress in all the elements of wealth 
and prosperity has not been as rapid and marked | 
as in the North. There isan immense amount of 


popular error as to the real condition of the south- |! 
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ern States. This is the result of long-continued 
and persistent misrepresentations of facts. South- 
ern men are not only satisfied with their condition, 
but are proud of the steady advances they are 
making in all thatmakes a people happy and great. 
They do not envy the more rapid progress—if 
more rapid it be—which the North claims to have 
made. They are conscious of having contributed 
largely to the prosperity of the North, and they 
therefore claim to share in all the glory that free 
labor has achieved. The South has borne at least 
a fair share of the Federal burdens in the shape of 
taxes and bounties, on which the North has built 
up much of her prosperity and wealth. The slave 
labor of the South has furnished the * precious 
materials for manufacturing industry,’’ on which 
northern capital, enterprise, skill, and free labor 
have produced such astounding results. In no 
small degree, the North has been dependent on 
southern slave labor for her great suecess. How 
unreasonable, then, in free labor to turn upon slave 
labor and demand its extermination! 

I have said thatthere is a vast amount of error 
and misrepgesentation pervading the northern 
ming as to the relative condition of the two sec- 
tions. 

Without intending to institute any invidious 
comparisons on this subject, I will now avail my- 
self ofa comparative table, which I find ina pamph- 
let by a gentleman of much learning and of high 
standing in Virginia, Edmund Ruffin, prepared 
from the census returns of 1850. This table may 
be studied to advantage by all who labor under 
the delusion that the southern States have been 
cursed by the institution of slavery: 

Comparison in regard to the free population of the six New 


England States, with the five old and more southern States 
—by census returns of 1850. 
ee Be — 

| New Eng- 

| land States. 


- | 
Five old | 
Southern | 


States. 

Total free population, 1850..... 2,728,016 | 2,732,914 | 

Annual births..... Ae pageneht § 61,148 77,683 

? orl to44 or 1 to 35 | 

Annual deaths........ éeieneee § 42,368 52,216 | 
? orl to 64 


: % or 1 to & 
Number of churehes erected | } 
CTE: cswincn Phi sewnwrs 4,607 8,081 





Valuation of all the churches.. | &19,362,634 $11,149,118 | 
Chureh accommodations for 
NLC bac Wie ceeuns 1,893,450 2,896 472 | 
Excess of persons over seats in } 
DUIS so ove cn cos cs viet v ee | 834,566 - 
Excess of seats over number of 
OPROOE yds 565.500.0406 s00000 - 164,528 | 
Number of families........... 506,968 | 
Number of dwellings......... | 496 369 
Number of families without 2 | ¢ 10,599 
separate dwellings, $)2 orlin7 


Number of paupers (reeciving 
regular and continued publie 


| 

| 

Jo | 

or 1 in 52 | 
| 

; 





SMPTE) :6sc vide Sis sc wrese vee 33,431 | 14,221 | 
Number of native paupers, (ex- 

cluding foreigners,)......... 18,966 11,728 | 
Ratio of native paupers to total | | 

OMPUIMIOR SE, siciscceccesevses 1 to 143 | 1 to 234 
Ratio of all paupers to total pop- | 

ulation, (including slaves,)., | lto8l | lL to 171 
EMSANE PCTSONG.. 00 0000 cesec0 | 3,821 | 2,326 
Of negroes—tree in New Eng. | | 

land, and slaves in the five | | 

southern States: | 
Insane and idiots............. lin 980| 1 in 3,080 | 
ENE cone cweediodvenecicssssene 1 in 370 1 in 2,645 | 
Deaf MUtEes.. 2.00 ccsccccccens lin 3,005 1 in 6,552 | 
Total value of property in the New England 

FINED conan s 20Weud Rossow espses4h0as 505050 aeeGeee 
Total value of property in the five southern 

IG oo vind s'nwdecndcdsnceeseebadiewtaeths 1 420,989,573 
Average value for each white person in the 

New England States.......cccccecsevecs 367 
Average value for each white person in the 

five southern States........+-eee0- ovcees 520 


I have no comment to make on the facts con- 
tained in this table, except to remark that they 
show that the southern people have abundant 
cause to be satisfied with the practical operations 
of their peculiar institution. 

I turn, now, Mr. President, to a conflict which 
does cxist in all countries, and from which our 
own can claim no exception. I allude to the con- 
flict between capital and labor. In every conflict 
between these antagonistic interests, labor is uni- 
formly worsted. In the southern States, free labor 
has maintained itself successfully, from the fact 
that its interest and that of the controlling capital 
have been identified and harmonized. This is the 
legitimate result of the slave-labor system in the 
South. But how has this conflict worked in the 


